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Sunday has been a day to reflect on the inspiring movement of the Spirit in Cambodia. 
 
On Sunday morning, our group separated to visit two separate congregations. Bener 
Agtarap preached at Toul Kirk Methodist Church, and Phil Bandy preached at Holy 
Mountain Methodist Church. In an after church conversation, we were reflecting on the 
excitement and radical hospitality of the Methodist in Cambodia. 
 
Cambodia is a  Buddhist country. Nighty-five percent of the population consider 
themselves Buddhist. But as the Methodist demonstrate the love of a God that reaches out 
to help people; people become interested in learning more. We met several new Christians 
over the last week. Some began their faith journey with Jesus when they were hired as 
translator for Volunteers In Mission teams or other activities our GBGM missionaries were 
organizing. As they heard about a Jesus that loves all people and gets involved to change 
things, they were paying attention. When they saw the Methodist from Cambodia, and 
from around the world putting their words into action, these Buddhist also got involved. 
Our eye clinic last week may have inspired some more. I know they need the help and are 
eager for us or others to come again. 
 
The Methodist Church in Cambodia reminds me of the First Century Church, small in 
numbers, but strong in faith. They demonstrate God's love to everyone. As people see the 
church in action to serve others and witness lives changed or love experienced, they want 
to be followers of Jesus too. And, then they bring their siblings, spouses, children, parents, 
neighbors and friends. 
 
It is a reminder that the Church is a movement. When we stop moving we die. However, 
as we are actively engaged in being the people God calls us to be, as noted in The Acts of 
the Apostles, more will be added to our number daily. The Word is becoming flesh in 
Cambodia and God dwells among us. 
 
Please pray for the Church and all the people involved in the Methodist movement in 
Cambodia. 
 
Bishop Warner H. Brown, Jr. 
 
 


