
"Chhom reap suor!”  “Hello!” from Cambodia to California-Nevada and my Alum Rock church 
family.  It has been a miracle trip filled with many wonder-filled moments on this VIM trip.  
The word went out about the eye clinic to “come and see” and the Cambodians came by the 
hundreds from near and far.  At the end, after greeting hundreds from two separate eye 
clinic’s at two churches, we were all able to see clearly, the villagers, the church volunteers, 
the translators, the CHAD staff, and we the VIM Team all gain clarity. 
 
We came with a mission to teach the church volunteers, pastors and CHAD staff to continue 
the work after we leave.  Our hope is to empower them to run the eye clinic thus duplicating 
discipleship as they train others.  In turn, it became clear that they taught us about 
hospitality, innocence of heart, and love and service for Christ.  And in the in-between 
moments, we taught each other about our respective cultures, shared personal stories of 
our families and of our hopes and dreams, and testimonies of where we see God in our 
lives. 
 
During one of these in-between moments, my translator, Chamroeun Yi, and I spoke and he 
shared that before he became a Christian he wondered “why all of these foreign Christians 
came to Cambodia to do this work?”  One day, he met a pastor and asked him his question; 
the pastor told him that Christians come to his country out of their love of God and for all of 
God’s people.  Chamroeun was amazed by the answer.  After this encounter he decided to 
join this pastor’s church.  Chamroeun met Christ on the road in Cambodia. 
 
We saw the many faces of God; in the people we served, we saw the discipleship in the 
church volunteers, we saw the eagerness of the translators to help, we saw our VIM Team 
hearts open to the divine moment.  Most of all we saw the pure in heart of all the people 
expressing divinity to one another.  It was a God moment!  God was the main actor and we 
became supporting actors in God’s play and love was the storyline. 
 
God invites us all to “come and see” a more personal sense of Christ’s grace and call. To 
sense an ever-deepening experience of an ever-expanding journey God takes on when we 
open our heart to God.  I can testify that it is certainly good for the soul. 
 
”Som Prean Ang Pratean Po!”  “God Bless You!” Rev. Stephen Lee 
 


