
WEBVTT 
 
1 
00:00:06.180 --> 00:00:14.670 
steve: Alright, thank you guys for coming tonight, my name is Steve Elliot I am 
the volunteer mission coordinator for the California Nevada conference. 
 
2 
00:00:15.269 --> 00:00:26.550 
steve: We are very grateful that you all carve out an hour of your evening to be 
with us for this session, our goal is to introduce you to the basics of disaster 
response. 
 
3 
00:00:27.240 --> 00:00:48.480 
steve: In particular wildfires and also spend a few minutes on how your you or 
your congregation might want to get involved with relief and recovery, given the 
size of our group tonight we'll do the questions at the end and so save it up 
somewhere make a note of what you'd like to ask about. 
 
4 
00:00:53.790 --> 00:01:06.180 
steve: The United Methodist church has a strong and long history of disaster 
response, this includes individual churches, who have responded to a number of 
different situations. 
 
5 
00:01:07.080 --> 00:01:20.700 
steve: we've we provide rebuilding team for many years, across the country locally 
and certainly internationally in addition UMCOR are very strong. 
 
6 
00:01:23.730 --> 00:01:23.880 
steve: The. 
 
7 
00:01:25.140 --> 00:01:37.680 
steve: disaster aid group provides a direct assistance to a number of Oregon 
direct decisions to a number of disasters both short and long term. 
 
8 
00:01:41.910 --> 00:01:59.190 
steve: Historically, much of our disaster response has focused on natural 
disasters like hurricanes, floods and then the last few years, unfortunately 
wildfires and especially here in California, in the western states has become a 
big issue. 
 
9 
00:02:00.390 --> 00:02:13.560 
steve: In started pretty much around when the droughts really got bad and has 
continued and, sadly, many of these fires are human caused our human encouraged in 
some fashion. 
 
10 



00:02:15.720 --> 00:02:34.500 
steve: want to take you through what the five phases of a disaster are and what 
they mean in the terminologies we're going to be using here tonight, first of all 
there's what we call the readiness phase, this is where we are planning preparing 
staging equipment. 
 
11 
00:02:36.480 --> 00:02:47.520 
steve: Dealing an organization together to be ready in case a disaster occurs once 
an incident happens, then we do what we call the rescue phase. 
 
12 
00:02:48.000 --> 00:03:02.310 
steve: that's primarily done by emergency agencies first responders and their goal 
is to secure the immediate safety of those the survivors involved in an in a 
certain disaster. 
 
13 
00:03:03.570 --> 00:03:09.810 
steve: From there we evolve into the relief phase, and this is the first phase 
where the Methodist church typically gets involved. 
 
14 
00:03:11.490 --> 00:03:25.770 
steve: Where during the relief phase, the goal is to address immediate critical 
needs food, water, housing, mental and spiritual well being and the goal is to 
stabilize the situation. 
 
15 
00:03:26.820 --> 00:03:34.800 
steve: mitigate further damage and do an assessment of what's going to be 
necessary to move to the next phase. 
 
16 
00:03:35.580 --> 00:03:41.820 
steve: In our case, during the relief phase, we often dispatch what we call our 
early response teams. 
 
17 
00:03:42.450 --> 00:03:50.550 
steve: So in the Methodist tradition that is a team that has trained we'll talk 
more about that training later, but that's a team that's trained to. 
 
18 
00:03:51.000 --> 00:04:05.100 
steve: Address disasters by helping out with survivor services being on site in 
some fashion, then the recovery phase that is a really a core strength of. 
 
19 
00:04:05.130 --> 00:04:11.760 
steve: The Methodist church, the recovery phase is we're looking to put in some 
short term recovery. 
 
20 



00:04:12.990 --> 00:04:33.150 
steve: response responses and then we're looking at what we might need to do long 
term the recovery phase can be quite long or, as you all know, things like Katrina 
sandy or even Puerto Rico have all been many multi year types of. 
 
21 
00:04:34.230 --> 00:04:44.640 
steve: Disasters I here locally in California, the paradise fire, known as the 
campfire will easily be 10 years in the recovery phase. 
 
22 
00:04:45.870 --> 00:04:57.450 
steve: Then we have what we call the review phase, the review phase really is 
actually there's a little bit of review and every all the other phases, we review 
how we're doing review what we need to do next. 
 
23 
00:04:57.930 --> 00:05:10.410 
steve: But then, quite often after an event has occurred, we kind of sit down and 
say what worked well what didn't work well and what do we need dude and be ready 
for the next one. 
 
24 
00:05:13.260 --> 00:05:30.030 
steve: Here are a couple of key principles about disaster response, first of all, 
the duration and we use what's called the rule of tense, so if the relief phase is 
say three days the rescue phase is going to be 30. 
 
25 
00:05:32.310 --> 00:05:43.650 
steve: And so there's I mean the vice versa, if rescue is three days relief phase 
is going to be 30 days and we use this to give some sense of. 
 
26 
00:05:44.280 --> 00:05:58.110 
steve: How long the duration of this events going to go on, so there really is not 
a hard and fast number, but it does give you some idea of what what it's going to 
take in each of the phases of a disaster. 
 
27 
00:05:59.310 --> 00:06:04.110 
steve: The second important thing is the level of disaster, what is. 
 
28 
00:06:05.700 --> 00:06:12.180 
steve: What thing what whether it's going to be what we call level low medium or. 
 
29 
00:06:13.320 --> 00:06:14.040 
steve: High level. 
 
30 
00:06:16.710 --> 00:06:32.880 



steve: Low meaning it's fairly modest disaster and we'll be spending a couple of 
hundred hours or maybe two or 300 hours on it, and then the level of effort is 
over. 
 
31 
00:06:33.960 --> 00:06:48.810 
steve: medium, one might be in California may be some of the recent wildfires we 
had where we work at the local assistance Center we followed up with site services 
sifting and things like that out at a survivor's. 
 
32 
00:06:49.410 --> 00:06:58.230 
steve: residence and then we might get involved in the long term recovery group 
all of what your ideas i'll explore further in a minute. 
 
33 
00:06:59.190 --> 00:07:19.410 
steve: And then, last but not least, is our tradition in the Methodist Church is, 
we want to be there as early as we can to help, what with what needs to be done, 
and then we want to be stay till the end all the way through the rebuilding phase 
helping survivors get back on their feet. 
 
34 
00:07:23.940 --> 00:07:37.110 
steve: When a incident occurs, there are of course the media thing is rescue 
activity and and wildfires that is very much involves evacuations. 
 
35 
00:07:38.610 --> 00:07:45.900 
steve: evacuations, are often done in stages, the evacuation might be one town 
series of towns,  
 
36 
00:07:45.960 --> 00:07:46.950 
steve: A certain area. 
 
37 
00:07:47.910 --> 00:07:57.330 
steve: And the and then at some point they clear those evacuations, and you move 
on to somewhere else, as the fire moves along. 
 
38 
00:07:58.350 --> 00:08:10.440 
steve: The immediate response is going to be from the county, and the state on 
request from the county and then relief agencies like American Red Cross and and 
groups like that. 
 
39 
00:08:11.370 --> 00:08:26.400 
steve: In the state of California, we have what's called the office of emergency 
services, known as OES, and they coordinate, on behalf of the state, all the state 
resources that come into a disaster situation. 
 
 



40 
00:08:27.810 --> 00:08:31.800 
steve: Another thing about a disasters is there are declarations. 
 
41 
00:08:33.210 --> 00:08:50.460 
steve: Typically, the first thing that happens is a local county might do a local 
declaration of a disaster which the reason for the declarations is that is by law 
triggers resources to be available and deployed to respond to the disaster. 
 
42 
00:08:51.600 --> 00:09:01.740 
steve: Quite often, for, say wildfires in California The next thing that happens 
is the county will then ask the State for a state declaration. 
 
43 
00:09:02.760 --> 00:09:13.140 
steve: The significance of that is that, then there are state resources become 
available to be applied to that particular disaster. 
 
44 
00:09:13.980 --> 00:09:23.670 
steve: And then, last but not least, is a federal declarations and you probably 
have heard this term, from time to time, there are actually multiple different 
types of. 
 
45 
00:09:24.360 --> 00:09:35.250 
steve: federal response a federal declaration requires that the Governor of the 
State asked for federal assistance that request goes to the President. 
 
46 
00:09:35.910 --> 00:09:47.220 
steve: Who then decides on what type of response is going to be and, for the most 
part, that is done through FEMA the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
 
47 
00:09:48.090 --> 00:10:09.090 
steve: And we'll talk about FEMA a little more in a minute, but the federal 
declaration usually trails the other two by say a week or even to a couple of 
weeks, depending on the level that disaster and the need to trigger federal act 
money federal resources. 
 
48 
00:10:10.170 --> 00:10:22.470 
steve: One of the things that's important for responses what we call a local 
assistance Center a local assistance centers are often set up within a few days or 
a few weeks. 
 
49 
00:10:23.010 --> 00:10:39.240 
steve: of an event and the typical local assistance Center is a county let's say 
lake county or Plumas county or our whatever within identify a building, you know, 
usually they're vacant buildings and for the most part. 



 
50 
00:10:40.470 --> 00:10:53.130 
steve: For example, in Chico for the Paradise fire, we used a vacant see your 
store the last week we were at a grade school in Colfax. 
 
51 
00:10:53.700 --> 00:11:04.200 
steve: And so they identify a place and government agencies gather at that local 
assistance Center to help survivors with their immediate needs. 
 
52 
00:11:04.680 --> 00:11:16.980 
steve: So these are things like the state dmv the state office of veteran 
services, the counties EPA the counties all the county resources. 
 
53 
00:11:17.430 --> 00:11:28.560 
steve: If somebody needs to, for example, get a new title to their land or confirm 
their title or deal with their car registration or whatever it might be. 
 
54 
00:11:29.010 --> 00:11:36.510 
steve: The State office of insurance is there they're very helpful in helping 
survivors figure out how to bring their insurance to bear. 
 
55 
00:11:37.050 --> 00:11:54.450 
steve: On that circumstance, but in the local assistance Center is set up in a 
facility and the United Methodist Church is quite often a part of those local 
assistance centers i'll come back to that in a minute, but we are one of the 
invited agencies to come and help out. 
 
56 
00:11:56.220 --> 00:11:59.130 
steve: There is then continuing short term relief. 
 
57 
00:12:00.210 --> 00:12:17.910 
steve: This assistance usually comes from agencies, the government agencies 
locally, it comes, for us, the United Methodist Church is quite often involved in 
short term assistance and then eventually we transition to the long long term 
assistance. 
 
58 
00:12:19.080 --> 00:12:30.780 
steve: The long term recovery is always, a stage activity, the early stages are 
things like hazard mitigation by the county. 
 
59 
00:12:31.530 --> 00:12:41.580 
steve: A debris removal tree removal trees that are problematic or could be risky 
restoring utilities power, water, sanitation. 
 



60 
00:12:42.240 --> 00:12:55.020 
steve: that's usually the stuff kinds of stuff that goes on in the early stages of 
the long term recovery, and then we then we and other groups kick in for 
rebuilding and other tasks down the road. 
 
61 
00:12:58.680 --> 00:13:03.540 
steve: In a disaster situation here are the kinds of organizations you'll see 
involved. 
 
62 
00:13:04.560 --> 00:13:23.610 
steve: First of all, there's the government in California it's the local county in 
some cases of town, but generally the county government takes charge from the very 
outset, they all have emergency services coordinators and they get to get the ball 
rolling in terms of responding to a disaster. 
 
63 
00:13:24.780 --> 00:13:37.740 
steve: Then, as they request state help the state office of emergency services 
steps in that triggers all kinds of other resource availability people and 
equipment. 
 
64 
00:13:38.250 --> 00:13:50.400 
steve: And money to be available and further downstream that department of social 
services, known as DSS will come in to help out with case management and some of 
those sorts of things. 
 
65 
00:13:50.940 --> 00:14:00.630 
steve: And then, of course, if it's a federally declare disaster FEMA is there to 
help in a number of different ways so FEMA. 
 
66 
00:14:01.320 --> 00:14:12.630 
steve: Most people think of them in terms of the media disaster itself, but they 
do things they do everything from help with the cost of fighting a wildfire. 
 
67 
00:14:13.470 --> 00:14:22.080 
steve: They provide financial assistance or temporary housing to survivors they 
even provide grants downstream to fund. 
 
68 
00:14:22.500 --> 00:14:41.520 
steve: What we call case management, and that is the providing counselors to work 
with survivors addressing their long term needs for recovery so they're very 
important in the disaster and a disaster response, there are what we call. 
 
69 
00:14:43.620 --> 00:14:54.900 



steve: Nonprofit NGOs that come in American Red Cross is one that would ring a 
bell with most of you, they are often they're running the evacuation shelter. 
 
70 
00:14:55.380 --> 00:15:07.170 
steve: that's typically their first task, and if you look at all the fires going 
on in California, a 95% of those emergency evacuation shelters are run by the Red 
Cross. 
 
71 
00:15:07.830 --> 00:15:21.720 
steve: So the Salvation Army steps in, as do other groups, and then a big 
component of this is the faith based groups united Methodist church UMCOR. 
 
72 
00:15:22.350 --> 00:15:33.480 
steve: The southern Baptists do a great job Catholic charities in they're 
outstanding and Mennonites disaster services, known as MDS. 
 
73 
00:15:34.080 --> 00:15:41.610 
steve: They are another one, a group that we often work with and the faith based 
groups tend to have specialties. 
 
74 
00:15:42.180 --> 00:15:49.920 
steve: of things that they do, particularly well, for example, Catholic charities 
has a FEMA contract provide case management. 
 
75 
00:15:50.730 --> 00:16:01.410 
steve: And so, for a lot of the fires around in California they're the ones, 
providing the counselors the paperwork computer systems and everything involved. 
 
76 
00:16:01.860 --> 00:16:15.540 
steve: With keeping track of what survivors needs are and how to best meet those 
needs, they do a great job MDS Mennonite disaster services they are top door in 
terms of rebuilding. 
 
77 
00:16:16.260 --> 00:16:26.730 
steve: So they tend to come in later in the game where homes, need to be rebuilt 
and that's a that's a solid specialty of theirs. 
 
78 
00:16:27.870 --> 00:16:40.170 
steve: And then there are other groups involved there is what we call the VOADs so 
state and county VOADs these this is stands for Voluntary Organizations Active and 
Disaster. 
 
79 
00:16:40.980 --> 00:16:51.600 



steve: VOADs are standing groups that exist before the disaster and organizations 
like united Methodist church and others would belong to a VOAD. 
 
80 
00:16:52.440 --> 00:17:07.320 
steve: And the VOADs help with responding to the disaster itself, but a lot of 
work is done beforehand, where the VOAD prepares for potential disasters by 
setting up all kinds of arrangements and organizations. 
 
81 
00:17:08.280 --> 00:17:21.720 
steve: We also have some of you may even be CERT certs now but that's the 
Community Emergency Response Team and many communities have what we call CERT 
organizations. 
 
82 
00:17:22.470 --> 00:17:30.960 
steve: And these are people like you and I, who go through CERT training here, 
where I live, it's done by the fire district. 
 
83 
00:17:31.710 --> 00:17:45.720 
steve: And you take up classes with them and eventually become part of the CERT 
team and our then deployable to disasters, and one that a lot of people don't 
think about and that's Community foundation's. 
 
84 
00:17:48.030 --> 00:18:08.940 
steve: These are the financial foundations that often are jump in to help with all 
the finances so when people want to contribute to his Disaster Response fund to 
help out financially very often there'll be a Community foundation who takes on 
the role of doing that for a particular fire. 
 
85 
00:18:10.140 --> 00:18:19.890 
steve: And they are there they're great at that of taking in the donations and 
then making the allocations of money to the needs that come up. 
 
86 
00:18:23.460 --> 00:18:31.440 
steve: The Methodist Church is active in everything from the earliest phases of 
relief, all the way through long term recovery. 
 
87 
00:18:32.310 --> 00:18:44.340 
steve: The local churches are the lead typically spontaneously jumping in on the 
relief phase, for example, we have the Dixie fire, many of you know about here in 
California. 
 
88 
00:18:45.150 --> 00:19:05.940 
steve: The Susanville church had already had a food pantry going so it was very 
easy for them to then work with the food bank from Nevada and elsewhere to bring 



in food and do food distribution and they're  doing been doing a great job, since 
the earliest days of that evacuation. 
 
89 
00:19:07.170 --> 00:19:22.350 
steve: There are other the other churches Quincy and Portola have been 
distributing gift cards helping survivors, with immediate needs, and then they 
just kind of dumped in right from the get go trying to help out. 
 
90 
00:19:24.810 --> 00:19:41.880 
steve: Shortly after that would come the organized local assistance from the 
church Conference, and that would be me and others from the disaster response team 
who then staff, the local assistance Center. 
 
91 
00:19:43.230 --> 00:19:51.780 
steve: We would we have church conference staff who arranged for UMCOR grants and 
other types of UMCOR support. 
 
92 
00:19:52.260 --> 00:20:00.750 
steve: of one of the things that UMCOR is great at is they have what's called a 
solidarity grant so when a big disaster occurs. 
 
93 
00:20:01.260 --> 00:20:17.430 
steve: The Church conference can apply for a solidarity grant and within days get 
$10,000 to the conference right away, to be used for immediate needs it's a 
wonderful way for UMCOR to jump in from the start. 
 
94 
00:20:18.750 --> 00:20:29.940 
steve: We do early response work, this is where trained early ERTs, as we call 
them go on site at typically starting out at the local assistance Center. 
 
95 
00:20:30.720 --> 00:20:43.950 
steve: then moving on to helping with survivor support in other ways, so you can 
kind of picture if it's a windstorm or tornado that includes tarping houses if 
it's a flood. 
 
96 
00:20:44.760 --> 00:21:04.170 
steve: or hurricane often mucking out houses, you can picture mud and water in 
homes and we've got to get that furniture and carpet and stuff out of there they 
assist with debris removal and here in California for wildfires in the site 
services are typically what we call sifting. 
 
97 
00:21:05.190 --> 00:21:15.630 
steve: sifting means that we go with the homeowner to their burned out property 
and we help them look for things that might have survived the fire. 
 



98 
00:21:17.220 --> 00:21:34.080 
steve: it's, as you can imagine it's a very traumatic moment you can kind of 
picture if you look around your home there and everything is gone What would you 
be looking for that might have made it well it's usually family heirlooms a piece 
of jewelry a wedding ring. 
 
99 
00:21:35.460 --> 00:21:53.250 
steve: Something that's got sentimental value and we actually they and us will 
wear our hazmat suits all of our protective gear we bring the equipment to 
actually help them sift looking for those types of things that might have made it. 
 
100 
00:21:54.600 --> 00:22:03.000 
steve: We also do follow up calls so we're right in the middle of doing that, 
right now, for the Dixie fire and the River fire. 
 
101 
00:22:04.080 --> 00:22:16.350 
steve: Where we have volunteers who are actually using the information we 
collected at the local assistance Center to call survivors and just check in say 
hey how you doing. 
 
102 
00:22:16.950 --> 00:22:36.000 
steve: what's the latest and then just kind of keep keep a relationship going and 
where we can help them with needs, they may see say gosh I really need a gas card 
to get a tank of gas, and we would have that sort of thing that sort of help 
available for them. 
 
103 
00:22:37.650 --> 00:22:52.080 
steve: And then, lastly, is long term recovery, and this is several years, at a 
time, for example, for Katrina I went down there eight times over the course of 
eight years. 
 
104 
00:22:52.770 --> 00:23:02.250 
steve: at paradise, and the campfire we're expecting to be going up there for 
somewhere between eight and 10 years taking teams from our Conference to help with 
the rebuilding. 
 
105 
00:23:03.480 --> 00:23:10.770 
steve: So the rebuilding as a core competency of the Methodist church and we form 
teams to be able to do that. 
 
106 
00:23:11.790 --> 00:23:23.940 
steve: We also join in assist with the long term recovery groups, so a long term 
recovery group abbreviated LTRG is a group of organizations in that community. 
 
107 



00:23:24.510 --> 00:23:42.990 
steve: who come together to then watch over the recovery over an extended period 
of time, so this is nonprofits this is churches, this is government agencies, and 
they would typically have regular meetings to talk about what sorts of things need 
to be done. 
 
108 
00:23:44.070 --> 00:24:03.360 
steve: dole out money assistance help with food, housing clothing of, say, clothes 
vouchers or things housing vouchers and stuff like that, and they will do this for 
an extended period of time could can be years on end that the long term recovery 
group will function. 
 
109 
00:24:04.920 --> 00:24:09.540 
steve: And then we have a strong case management capability. 
 
110 
00:24:10.560 --> 00:24:23.880 
steve: The UMCOR case management is recognized across the US as among the best 
available, and so we often will provide case managers will provide case manager 
training. 
 
111 
00:24:24.510 --> 00:24:37.410 
steve: Sometimes UMCOR will provide the money to fund case managers, and so there 
are things like that, that we do in the long term, to help them survivors, as they 
move forward. 
 
112 
00:24:39.450 --> 00:24:46.980 
steve: i've mentioned a couple of times the local assistance center, this is what 
a local assistance center looks like this is our table. 
 
113 
00:24:47.580 --> 00:25:02.610 
steve: Pretty typical setup we have, at a given site, these are these centers last 
from the shortest is two maybe three days, up to a couple of months, in the case 
of the one we did in Chico. 
 
114 
00:25:03.690 --> 00:25:24.390 
steve: And they and what we do is we have trained ERTs who work at this 
supplemented by volunteers, like you all from the local Churches and the 
volunteers come in, you work shifts you sign up for shifts you're doing a variety 
of things, while you're there. 
 
115 
00:25:26.370 --> 00:25:33.420 
steve: We do what we call intake, and that is simply a registering your survivor 
for additional. 
 
116 
00:25:34.470 --> 00:25:46.470 



steve: things we might give them or make referrals for things that they need 
sometimes the referrals is just literally in that room we've they may say gosh I 
don't know what to do about. 
 
117 
00:25:47.730 --> 00:26:06.810 
steve: My propane tank that didn't explode and we'll walk them over to the EPA the 
county EPA table and help them get through that sometime the referrals are for 
spiritual care yeah you can imagine that this the sort of disasters can be really. 
 
118 
00:26:07.860 --> 00:26:28.680 
steve: Really destabilizing and we will work to find them that spiritual care the 
the best the best local assistance centers we have our when we have local pastors 
or say Stephen ministers are others trained in the Methodist tradition to be 
actually at the table. 
 
119 
00:26:30.060 --> 00:26:43.050 
steve: To to give the survivors, a place to talk, if nothing else, the single most 
important thing we can do is sit there and listen to their story and let them. 
 
120 
00:26:43.740 --> 00:27:02.280 
steve: Tell us what's bothering them what they want, what they're most concerned 
about and other complications that they have in their life, and we are willing 
here is a wonderful thing, and we have we have great volunteers who do that. 
 
121 
00:27:03.570 --> 00:27:10.950 
steve: In the tangible side of things we hand out gift cards So these are typical 
visa in the gift cards are decided. 
 
122 
00:27:11.760 --> 00:27:22.890 
steve: Based on the location so we'll pick out the kinds of gift cards that are 
most useful in that location, so when we worked in Oroville there's a Walmart. 
 
123 
00:27:23.490 --> 00:27:34.350 
steve: Right right across literally right across the street from the LAC two 
blocks down so Walmart cards worked well there, in many cases visa gift cards. 
 
124 
00:27:35.460 --> 00:27:46.260 
steve: and others it's gas card Chevron or other places like safeway or we hand 
out gift cards for people to meet their immediate needs. 
 
125 
00:27:47.100 --> 00:27:56.070 
steve: We provide cleaning supplies, we will talk more about what those might be 
later, but we offer cleaning supplies if cleaning is appropriate. 
 
126 



00:27:56.700 --> 00:28:07.530 
steve: We offer tools we offer emergency hygiene kits we offer all the protective 
gear you can imagine that when you're in a burned out home. 
 
127 
00:28:08.130 --> 00:28:21.030 
steve: what's left is very toxic when your house burns all that plastic and 
asbestos and all the other toxicity that's locked up in the materials of your 
home. 
 
128 
00:28:21.510 --> 00:28:35.160 
steve: Then becomes fine ash or grit that is very, very unhealthy, so we give out 
the PPE, as we call it, and one of the unique things that the Methodist church 
does. 
 
129 
00:28:35.670 --> 00:28:47.880 
steve: Is we have what we call a wildfire bucket, and this is a bucket it's a five 
gallon bucket that includes the hazmat gear suits glasses goggles. 
 
130 
00:28:48.360 --> 00:28:59.370 
steve: A couple of layers of gloves it includes tools and includes all the things 
you might need to actually go be in your property when it's burned out. 
 
131 
00:28:59.910 --> 00:29:08.790 
steve: of being able to look for things we have sifters now sifter you can kind of 
picture a sifter being a wooden box with chicken wire at the bottom. 
 
132 
00:29:09.450 --> 00:29:24.540 
steve: And we take shovels of ash report in there with shake it and then looking 
for and what's left would be jewelry or pieces of porcelain or stuff that that the 
survivor might be looking for. 
 
133 
00:29:26.130 --> 00:29:34.320 
steve: And lastly, we organize our follow up with a survivor so the intake forms 
that we fill out with their name and contact information. 
 
134 
00:29:35.040 --> 00:29:44.940 
steve: What their needs are if we're going to be doing sifting we actually record 
that and then we'll follow up with them to at a minimum ask them how they're 
doing. 
 
135 
00:29:45.840 --> 00:29:53.850 
steve: And just check in on them, or if we're providing site services like sifting 
we will actually schedule an appointment with them. 
 
136 



00:29:54.360 --> 00:30:06.270 
steve: When the county says it's okay to do that and we'll go and visit will 
actually go to their site and help them sift their property looking for those 
special things that they want to try to recover. 
 
137 
00:30:07.680 --> 00:30:24.390 
steve: Local assistance centers I said typically are a couple of days, a couple of 
weeks, some cases they vary the the Quincy one for Dixie has opened in open once 
two weeks ago we work there, and then we opened again this last week. 
 
138 
00:30:25.650 --> 00:30:36.450 
steve: The one up in Oroville for the Bear fire from last year has what they call 
monthly roundup so they've extended their version of the local assistance Center 
to be a once a month. 
 
139 
00:30:37.110 --> 00:30:46.620 
steve: opportunity to come in, see case managers pick up a donation of food check 
in on other things that they might want to check on. 
 
140 
00:30:47.520 --> 00:30:57.690 
steve: So they vary a little bit, but they're really a great one stop shopping, 
you can kind of picture that if somebody's trying to figure out what to do about 
their burned out home. 
 
141 
00:30:58.170 --> 00:31:13.110 
steve: how difficult it would be to go chasing around to all the government 
agencies and stuff to be able to figure out what to do, but in this case, all 
those agencies come to this one spot, and you can do it all right there. 
 
142 
00:31:19.020 --> 00:31:35.370 
steve: Our tradition has always been that we provide rebuild teams, the rebuild 
teams are volunteers you go out and help rebuild or do repairs, in the case of a 
home that that might still be standing say in a flood or hurricane. 
 
143 
00:31:37.200 --> 00:31:44.520 
steve: The difference about wildfires versus floods or hurricanes, or even 
earthquakes, is that. 
 
144 
00:31:45.900 --> 00:31:53.490 
steve: Usually the home is not there anymore, and whereas in the others there's 
something potentially to repair and you're doing repairs. 
 
145 
00:31:54.210 --> 00:32:12.150 
steve: wildfires you're usually building from the ground up and you're starting 
over which means that the local construction skills are really important, there 



needs to be somebody on the ground hosting teams whose got good construction 
management skills. 
 
146 
00:32:13.740 --> 00:32:24.420 
steve: We have good resources that we bring to bear inour Conference and all the 
other conferences each conference in has a disaster response coordinator. 
 
147 
00:32:25.110 --> 00:32:33.690 
steve: who manages responding to these disasters signing up a signing up for local 
assistance centers and things like that. 
 
148 
00:32:34.380 --> 00:32:50.460 
steve: there's the UMVIM coordinator, which in the case of Cal-Nev is me and my 
role is to help look go recruit volunteers to help with things that need to happen 
once the disaster has moved on to the recovery stage. 
 
149 
00:32:51.690 --> 00:32:59.550 
steve: We have in our Conference we have what we call the disaster response core 
team, this is a small group of about a half a dozen people. 
 
150 
00:33:00.240 --> 00:33:15.600 
steve: And right now we're meeting every single week every Monday night we get 
together to talk about what happened last week, what fires are occurring this 
week, what needs do we anticipate needing to respond to. 
 
151 
00:33:16.620 --> 00:33:22.890 
steve: We talked about our inventory supplies, we talked about staffing and it's a 
great way to. 
 
152 
00:33:24.270 --> 00:33:29.610 
steve: coordinate everything needs to happen to deal with the wildfires wildfire 
season. 
 
153 
00:33:31.320 --> 00:33:47.730 
steve: We have a number of reference aides to at our disposal things like FEMA 
guidelines and other kinds of materials and we keep an inventory of all of the 
supplies, we have across the cal Nevada conference available to deploy. 
 
154 
00:33:49.560 --> 00:33:51.810 
steve: Another important thing that we offer is training. 
 
155 
00:33:53.220 --> 00:34:05.850 



steve: ERT training is a one day training it's a at the end of a ERT training, you 
are you're a badge ERT you've been through the training and are ready to be 
deployed. 
 
156 
00:34:06.450 --> 00:34:14.760 
steve: Based on your availability to disaster situation, the way that works is, we 
have an ERT coordinator. 
 
157 
00:34:15.420 --> 00:34:32.460 
steve: And she will then when some event comes up she will then pull all the 
everybody on the roster and ask for availability to come and help describe what 
the what the role is going to be and look for ERTs and then scheduled them to come 
and assist. 
 
158 
00:34:33.750 --> 00:34:42.840 
steve: The next ERT training, by the way, is September 25 in sacramento and 
registration is available through the conference website. 
 
159 
00:34:44.010 --> 00:34:51.720 
steve: We also have an ERT refresher so once you become ERT every few years you 
need to renew your. 
 
160 
00:34:52.800 --> 00:34:58.500 
steve: Your certification and we do those refresh refreshers as well. 
 
161 
00:35:00.030 --> 00:35:15.870 
steve: And then, lastly, we have a hostess supplies available i'll come back to 
that in a minute what those are, but we have the fire buckets we have all those 
sorts of cleaning aids everything we need to respond to the disaster is already 
staged and ready to go. 
 
162 
00:35:18.840 --> 00:35:36.390 
steve: In the Cal Nevada conference, things have really picked up unfortunately in 
a big way since 2015 2015 was the valley fire up in Lake county many of you 
remember the Santa Rosa fire from a few years ago and it's they just keep coming. 
 
163 
00:35:37.620 --> 00:35:41.820 
steve: And course the biggest so far the biggest disaster. 
 
164 
00:35:43.230 --> 00:35:48.240 
steve: of its type was the campfire and in 2018 in Paradise and Butte county. 
 
165 
00:35:49.890 --> 00:36:02.370 



steve: That was an extended response we spent roughly two months working at the 
local assistance Center out at sites helping survivors do their sifting. 
 
166 
00:36:02.970 --> 00:36:25.830 
steve: And then lots of following up, we at we had many dozens of volunteers, like 
you, all working at local Churches making phone calls checking in on survivors 
scheduling site visits things like that, for the campfire which was, as I said, 
the biggest such event ever. 
 
167 
00:36:26.850 --> 00:36:39.090 
steve: And then last fall everybody probably remembers that were there were big 
wildfires almost all simultaneously, and it really stretched us, we were not able. 
 
168 
00:36:39.630 --> 00:36:58.680 
steve: As a conference to respond to every single fire, we wanted to respond to, 
we had to pick and choose what we can do, because we have certain limitations on 
resources, but we did respond in a big way to fires in Oroville and Santa Cruz, in 
particular. 
 
169 
00:37:00.690 --> 00:37:08.130 
steve: And, but it was a real stretch for us and really got our attention that we 
really need to beef up the team. 
 
170 
00:37:09.150 --> 00:37:17.160 
steve: And that's one of the reasons for this session tonight is to start 
attracting more people to inquire with us about how they could get involved. 
 
171 
00:37:19.050 --> 00:37:30.090 
steve: At the present, we are much more better prepared and better organized and 
able to respond, but even now we are challenged you got to request today. 
 
172 
00:37:30.570 --> 00:37:42.420 
steve: To staff, a local assistance Center starting tomorrow night up in clear 
lake for the Cache fire in in the spur of the moment we couldn't come up with. 
 
173 
00:37:42.990 --> 00:38:01.980 
steve: Enough ways to do that and we have to pick and choose our battles, so our 
goal, our goal for is to be ready to respond to the fire and up around Tahoe and 
Placerville that will be the one that we're going to have to muscle up quite a bit 
on here in the coming couple of weeks. 
 
174 
00:38:06.330 --> 00:38:16.080 
steve: What are we doing currently well we just are in the final stages of a major 
wildfire bucket campaign starting back in May. 
 



175 
00:38:16.710 --> 00:38:29.160 
steve: We work with a number of churches in the conference office to build a 
wildfire buckets and we beefed up our inventory great we have roughly 500 wildfire 
buckets and inventory. 
 
176 
00:38:30.060 --> 00:38:38.790 
steve: We were being able to replenish those as we use them we're giving them out 
at each of the local assistance centers we've been out the last three weeks. 
 
177 
00:38:39.810 --> 00:38:46.650 
steve: And that's been a great success and that's been a big focus for us right 
now. 
 
178 
00:38:47.910 --> 00:38:53.970 
steve: Another thing we've done in Cal Nevada is we've established depots, we have 
several. 
 
179 
00:38:56.130 --> 00:39:04.590 
steve: United Methodist churches scattered around California and Nevada that are 
where we're actually storing all of our supplies. 
 
180 
00:39:05.700 --> 00:39:19.560 
steve: These in churches include Pinole umc Stockton holy cross in Stockton, the 
West sacramento conference office ukiah umc and South Reno. 
 
181 
00:39:20.220 --> 00:39:28.260 
steve: And we're looking at of possibility of establishing other another depot to 
church in the central valley potentially fresno. 
 
182 
00:39:28.980 --> 00:39:46.200 
steve: But at each of these churches, you can see, we have buckets stored, we have 
sifters stored, we have tools stored, we have all the supplies ready, so that we 
can respond better locally in that region, when the need arises. 
 
183 
00:39:47.580 --> 00:39:49.230 
steve: Another current activity. 
 
184 
00:39:50.310 --> 00:39:59.490 
steve: Is fundraising you probably have noticed on our Conference website we've 
been asking for donations to the conference, while Disaster Response fund. 
 
185 
00:40:00.540 --> 00:40:11.550 



steve: We have also applied for and received some UMCOR grants that we're using 
and we're in the middle of deploying teams for rebuilds right now. 
 
186 
00:40:12.270 --> 00:40:29.790 
steve: We have two very active sites if you're interested in getting involved with 
a rebuild, we have two sites going right now, the first and largest is in Paradise 
where hundreds of homes for people that can't afford to build them, otherwise. 
 
187 
00:40:31.410 --> 00:40:39.990 
steve: We will be helping them rebuild their homes in the town of Paradise and 
Butte county so teams can be scheduled there right away. 
 
188 
00:40:40.770 --> 00:40:56.220 
steve: And we also have opened a site up in happy camp , you can see our team 
there with their big T shirts on happy camp is the home of bigfoot the bigfoot 
Jamboree is next weekend i'm just saying. 
 
189 
00:40:58.110 --> 00:41:07.740 
steve: And that town half the town and a lot of the surrounding areas, including 
tribal lands adjacent to have the camp where. 
 
190 
00:41:08.520 --> 00:41:22.680 
steve: They lost hundreds of homes in the Slater fire from last fall, but that is 
a site where we can you can send a team right now and i'm currently looking at for 
being able to provide teams to Oroville. 
 
191 
00:41:23.730 --> 00:41:28.770 
steve: For the bear fire once they're ready for teams to be assigned to their. 
 
192 
00:41:29.820 --> 00:41:32.070 
steve: So those are the things we're working on at the moment. 
 
193 
00:41:33.660 --> 00:41:38.820 
steve: Now, what can you do well there's lots you can do as an individual or as a 
congregation. 
 
194 
00:41:39.990 --> 00:41:48.600 
steve: First of all, your church could form a disaster response team that team 
could be 6,8,10,12 people. 
 
195 
00:41:49.830 --> 00:42:06.750 
steve: who are interested in helping in short term relief or long term recovery or 
both a lot of the churches that i've worked with it's both now they are, they have 
some people that are ERTs, they have some people that are good. 



 
196 
00:42:07.800 --> 00:42:13.650 
steve: rebuild TEAM members but they're they're setting up their teams, they have. 
 
197 
00:42:15.120 --> 00:42:27.300 
steve: people that are ready to go as the linkage to the conference for to to 
deploy people if you want help with this i'm happy to come. 
 
198 
00:42:28.110 --> 00:42:35.880 
steve: meet with your church to talk about setting up a team or do a zoom or 
whatever would be helpful to talk about how to how to do this. 
 
199 
00:42:36.630 --> 00:42:45.420 
steve: Another thing your church can do is establish local relationships, the Red 
Cross is a great one to do in the local government. 
 
200 
00:42:46.080 --> 00:43:04.680 
steve: So getting in connected with them understand how their Disaster Response 
works in your area and be part of the call out for when they want some help one of 
the churches, I serve that we signed up as a Red Cross evacuation site. 
 
201 
00:43:05.910 --> 00:43:22.050 
steve: We had the facility, a great facility for that and we went through the 
process with the Red Cross of them surveying the site they inventory our 
capabilities and they put us in their database as a place for a possible 
evacuation site, if need be. 
 
202 
00:43:23.490 --> 00:43:33.090 
steve: Another thing you can do as an individual is sign up as a disaster response 
volunteer there's actually if you go to the conference website click on disaster 
response. 
 
203 
00:43:33.540 --> 00:43:51.600 
steve: There is a link there to sign up and register as a disaster response 
volunteer which are people that we will be in touch with as the needs arise and 
we'll circle back to you with the training invitations as well as deployment 
invitations. 
 
204 
00:43:53.160 --> 00:44:07.140 
steve: You can take the ERT class  September 25 is the next one, we also have them 
team team leader, training, I did one about a month ago there abouts will be doing 
another one here in the next couple of months. 
 
205 
00:44:08.130 --> 00:44:23.580 



steve: You can take local Disaster Response training the CERT training I highly 
recommend it's it's a very rigorous program of how to respond in your Community 
for and when when a disaster occurs. 
 
206 
00:44:24.750 --> 00:44:41.040 
steve: There is training available from FEMA if you go to the FEMA website you 
click on the several links there and there's actually classes, you can take about 
how everything from how a disaster is declared and what happens to that to. 
 
207 
00:44:42.150 --> 00:44:49.410 
steve: trainings on what you should do locally when disasters occur so they've got 
they and others have some great training. 
 
208 
00:44:51.630 --> 00:45:05.220 
steve: You can build you can build stuff where we are always looking for more 
wildfire buckets you can build sifters we can send you the spec to build sifters 
for us, we could use a couple hundred sifters. 
 
209 
00:45:06.660 --> 00:45:16.050 
steve: And the other kits that we have available the cleaning kits the hygiene 
kits lot of churches have built hygiene kits in the past. 
 
210 
00:45:16.530 --> 00:45:37.260 
steve: And you would use to ship them off to the UMCOR depot in  salt lake city or 
Louisiana the salt lake city depot has closed, so we have now set up our own 
inventory of emergency hygiene kits in our depots, that I church depot's that I 
mentioned earlier. 
 
211 
00:45:38.520 --> 00:45:45.900 
steve: You can participate and rebuild where now, even if your particular church 
couldn't put a team together by itself. 
 
212 
00:45:46.650 --> 00:45:54.150 
steve: that's really not a problem at all the teams that I lead quite often are 
from at least two if not three different churches. 
 
213 
00:45:54.900 --> 00:46:05.220 
steve: And their churches that are geographically close to each other, they are 
often in the same circuit and then it's easy to to get back and forth. 
 
214 
00:46:05.670 --> 00:46:14.040 
steve: and set up a team to sign up to help one of the rebuilds if you're 
interested in in either one of the currently both sites just get Ahold of me. 
 
215 



00:46:15.300 --> 00:46:28.260 
steve: donating to the disaster response fund is  always appreciated it's the fun 
that we tap for things like the gift cards I mentioned earlier, and a lot of the 
supplies that we use in our disaster response. 
 
216 
00:46:29.370 --> 00:46:42.240 
steve: And lastly, you can establish local resources, each of the three churches 
that we have served at we build our own little inventory of tools and tarps and 
that sort of thing. 
 
217 
00:46:42.930 --> 00:46:56.940 
steve: And money we actually have a disaster response account setup at at our 
church, so that we don't have to go out and be looking for money when the time 
comes, and we need to go buy gift cards let's say. 
 
218 
00:46:57.750 --> 00:47:14.940 
steve: We already have the money available the disaster response team somebody on 
that team goes and gets them and makes those cards available to the need, at the 
needed hand, but building up a little fund in advance is is is a good idea. 
 
219 
00:47:17.220 --> 00:47:36.570 
steve: alrighty so i'm in i've blown through a number of different topics, here we 
save tried to save a few minutes for fielding questions, we are delighted that you 
all are interested in in potentially helping with disaster response, we need all 
the people we can get. 
 
220 
00:47:37.860 --> 00:47:47.130 
steve: If you want to learn more you can certainly go to the conference website 
for and click on the disaster response tab or the UMVIM tab. 
 
221 
00:47:48.030 --> 00:48:04.500 
steve: Other websites are that are very informational are the fema.gov cal oes 
website in cal fire if you're interested in knowing what's going on with each of 
the fires, the status, where the evacuation centers are. 
 
222 
00:48:05.700 --> 00:48:11.790 
steve: All the details about those sorts of things cal oes or cal fire is the 
place to go. 
 
223 
00:48:13.110 --> 00:48:19.890 
steve: alrighty so now, I am happy to answer questions I got save 10 minutes for 
that. 
 
224 
00:48:20.910 --> 00:48:22.050 
steve: And you could. 



 
225 
00:48:23.130 --> 00:48:24.300 
steve: unmute yourself. 
 
226 
00:48:25.500 --> 00:48:30.690 
steve: or send me one in the chat I see all bunch of chat things here, let me see 
if some of those are questions. 
 
227 
00:48:41.490 --> 00:48:43.080 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Sorry, this is Sonia. 
 
228 
00:48:43.380 --> 00:48:53.370 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: was always mine talking about trying to that I thought was 
going to an individual and I just blasted it to everybody that i'm totally 
stressed out trying to get everything done. 
 
229 
00:48:54.960 --> 00:48:59.220 
steve: Okay, and Sonja For those of you don't know is our Disaster Response 
coordinator. 
 
230 
00:49:00.540 --> 00:49:00.930 
steve: Okay. 
 
231 
00:49:01.050 --> 00:49:04.200 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Oh, I had one question though um. 
 
232 
00:49:05.730 --> 00:49:16.380 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: I should, should we take up donations of clothing and household 
items and that type of stuff. 
 
233 
00:49:16.950 --> 00:49:17.910 
steve: The answer is no. 
 
234 
00:49:19.500 --> 00:49:20.040 
steve: We. 
 
235 
00:49:21.540 --> 00:49:44.010 
steve: Even though that's a good hearted thing to do, one of the most challenging 
things that local Disaster Response groups have to deal with is all the influx of 
used clothing and stuff like that that is not helpful at all and winds up just 
being something that has to be managed through. 
 
236 



00:49:45.750 --> 00:49:49.770 
steve: So we much prefer the gift cards or financial donations. 
 
237 
00:49:51.150 --> 00:49:51.630 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Thank you. 
 
238 
00:49:52.650 --> 00:49:53.400 
steve: Other questions. 
 
239 
00:49:55.620 --> 00:49:55.950 
Chris Holland: yeah. 
 
240 
00:49:57.210 --> 00:50:03.900 
Chris Holland: I just have a bunch of questions I don't want to take up 
everybody's time in this what's the best way to contact you Steve. 
 
241 
00:50:04.620 --> 00:50:10.800 
steve: right there you'll see on that last slide that I have up Chris you can see 
my email. 
 
242 
00:50:11.160 --> 00:50:15.300 
Chris Holland: I couldn't see the slide i'm on an android phone and i'm tech 
challenge. 
 
243 
00:50:15.780 --> 00:50:18.540 
steve: Oh, that is a challenge isn't it. 
 
244 
00:50:18.570 --> 00:50:18.750 
yeah. 
 
245 
00:50:20.070 --> 00:50:21.150 
steve: So. 
 
246 
00:50:21.420 --> 00:50:26.070 
steve: If you go to the conference website Chris if you go to conference website 
go to the UMVIM. 
 
247 
00:50:27.420 --> 00:50:27.840 
steve: UMVIM 
 
248 
00:50:29.970 --> 00:50:37.050 



steve: tab you'll see my i'm listed there and there's my cell phone, you can 
welcome to call me. 
 
249 
00:50:38.160 --> 00:50:43.080 
steve: A 925-640-9797. 
 
250 
00:50:43.830 --> 00:50:49.950 
Chris Holland: Thank you 25 6409797 Thank you very much Steve. 
 
251 
00:50:50.310 --> 00:50:52.470 
steve: yeah i'm happy to take your call anytime. 
 
252 
00:50:53.010 --> 00:50:53.400 
Chris Holland: Thank you. 
 
253 
00:50:54.540 --> 00:50:58.260 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: there's another question that says, if our church has constant. 
 
254 
00:50:58.350 --> 00:51:06.990 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Oh, it just disappeared, if our church has constant update 
fingerprinting do we still need to go through the conference fingerprinting. 
 
255 
00:51:08.490 --> 00:51:11.400 
steve: Yes, for, as for the most part. 
 
256 
00:51:13.050 --> 00:51:16.770 
steve: As many of you know how many people have been fingerprinted more than once. 
 
257 
00:51:18.210 --> 00:51:20.580 
steve: How many, people have been fingerprinted more than twice. 
 
258 
00:51:21.810 --> 00:51:24.090 
steve: How many people have been fingerprinted more than three times. 
 
259 
00:51:25.260 --> 00:51:29.490 
steve: The unfortunate thing and i'm up in the five six range at this point. 
 
260 
00:51:31.080 --> 00:51:42.300 
steve: The unfortunate thing is that fingerprints cannot be shared across 
boundaries and and so in the case of. 
 
261 



00:51:43.590 --> 00:51:59.910 
steve: The California Nevada conference, if you go through the safe gatherings 
training and do your fingers prints through that that is what we are looking for 
for our Disaster Response volunteers and is required for ERTs. 
 
262 
00:52:03.060 --> 00:52:10.380 
Shari Sandoval: So wait, this is shari, just to be clear on that it's not 
fingerprinting through safe gatherings it's actually an online background. 
 
263 
00:52:10.380 --> 00:52:11.040 
steve: check oh yeah. 
 
264 
00:52:11.520 --> 00:52:13.650 
Shari Sandoval: And abuse prevention. 
 
265 
00:52:13.890 --> 00:52:15.210 
steve: Online Program. 
 
266 
00:52:15.540 --> 00:52:16.410 
steve: yep sorry sorry. 
 
267 
00:52:17.220 --> 00:52:19.200 
steve: that's Okay, thank you sure yes. 
 
268 
00:52:20.400 --> 00:52:21.480 
steve: it's not fingerprinting. 
 
269 
00:52:23.070 --> 00:52:26.640 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Alright next question when a rebuild team goes to a site. 
 
270 
00:52:26.730 --> 00:52:33.270 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: What is the length of time they stay on site and what is their 
goal I long does it take to complete rebuild. 
 
271 
00:52:34.620 --> 00:52:48.330 
steve: rebuild building rebuilding homes take several months, most of the teams go 
for a week and typically we go on a Saturday or Sunday. 
 
272 
00:52:48.840 --> 00:52:57.510 
steve: We stay through a Friday or Saturday and then come back I do about four to 
six we build teams, a year. 
 
273 



00:52:58.080 --> 00:53:17.400 
steve: And that's the model we use we like to go on Saturdays where there's a 
chance to worship, with a local congregation, if possible, but in some cases, this 
the hosting organization wants us to come on arrive on a Sunday night to start 
work on Monday and that's that's fine to. 
 
274 
00:53:18.780 --> 00:53:29.070 
Connie: Steve this is Connie, thank you for today and your time i'd like to know 
where our volunteers staying where they lodging when they make this kind of 
commitment. 
 
275 
00:53:30.210 --> 00:53:33.780 
steve: For the I think connie for the rebuild things you're what you're talking 
about our ERTs. 
 
276 
00:53:34.110 --> 00:53:34.890 
Connie: For any. 
 
277 
00:53:35.220 --> 00:53:35.730 
Connie: Any. 
 
278 
00:53:35.760 --> 00:53:37.170 
Connie: time when you are. 
 
279 
00:53:37.230 --> 00:53:54.600 
Connie: Assisting whether you're sifting through someone's belongings with them or 
they're rebuilding or just to be on site at that Center the assistance Center 
where are people on their own to find their own housing drive to drive in or how 
is there any direction for that. 
 
280 
00:53:55.080 --> 00:54:13.590 
steve: Yes, so those are two different things so for ERTs part of the ERT 
obligation you're signing up for is you're willing to Camp out okay you're willing 
to sleep on the floor of the nursery in the local church you're willing to sleep 
wherever. 
 
281 
00:54:14.100 --> 00:54:27.180 
steve: Got it, and so, in some cases there's in the case of the campfire, for 
example, we stayed at the cal oes base camp, which is these big tent sitting out 
on the tarmac of the Chico airport. 
 
282 
00:54:28.950 --> 00:54:40.530 
steve: So ERTs usually are the ERT coordinator will set up whatever housing we're 
going to be doing, whether it's at a local church or wherever it might be. 
 



283 
00:54:41.730 --> 00:54:51.720 
steve: And for extended stays now a lot of the local volunteers will be from local 
Churches, they just come forward to work a shift and they go home. 
 
284 
00:54:53.340 --> 00:55:13.020 
steve: For the rebuilds that we always the rebuild team leader, like me, whatever 
housing in Just to give you some example in the case of happy camp where we were 
last week we were sleeping in the sanctuary there are ready brings their own 
mattress and it's a big sleep over. 
 
285 
00:55:13.950 --> 00:55:32.610 
steve: Got it and up in Paradise it's actually much nicer it's two bedroom two bed 
bedrooms and a former hospice care facility that's closed and its way nicer and 
we, in some cases we make our own meals. 
 
286 
00:55:33.060 --> 00:55:34.470 
steve: And, in some cases we. 
 
287 
00:55:34.620 --> 00:55:37.950 
steve: provided for the host or by the host organization. 
 
288 
00:55:39.090 --> 00:55:40.260 
Great, thank you for that. 
 
289 
00:55:44.280 --> 00:55:46.710 
Shari Sandoval: It looks like Pam C. has her hand raised. 
 
290 
00:55:47.130 --> 00:55:47.610 
Yes. 
 
291 
00:55:48.810 --> 00:55:50.010 
steve: Thank you, thank you, Shari for. 
 
292 
00:55:50.100 --> 00:55:53.850 
steve: My yep we can monitor I see thousands of people here in front of me. 
 
293 
00:55:55.380 --> 00:56:07.620 
Pam C: yeah as Steve it's Pam Cohen in Eureka and we have been talking about 
putting together a rebuild team within our circuit we've been to. 
 
294 
00:56:08.760 --> 00:56:29.250 



Pam C: middletown I think three or four times, so I sent an email and just i'm 
hoping that you could get back with me to see about putting together a team I 
wasn't sure if the recent COVID Spikes we're affecting going out in October, but 
we are definitely interested. 
 
295 
00:56:29.850 --> 00:56:33.180 
steve: Great yeah I have Pam I have you on my list to. 
 
296 
00:56:34.320 --> 00:56:43.770 
steve: To call this week or next but yeah we're we'd love to get you guys arranged 
and I can take you through when we get when we talk about how we've been handling 
COVID. 
 
297 
00:56:44.790 --> 00:56:50.130 
steve: But the the core thing that would be relevant for everybody on this call 
is. 
 
298 
00:56:51.210 --> 00:57:01.890 
steve: As a team LEADER I am requiring everyone to be vaccinated no exceptions and 
they just like they provide their copy their insurance card to me. 
 
299 
00:57:02.370 --> 00:57:13.020 
steve: They provide me a copy of their a Vaccination Card so that's what i've been 
doing as a team leader, and we encourage we've been encouraging that. 
 
300 
00:57:14.190 --> 00:57:15.240 
steve: For all the teams. 
 
301 
00:57:16.110 --> 00:57:16.620 
perfect. 
 
302 
00:57:18.120 --> 00:57:23.310 
Pam C: That we are going to be looking at doing that thanks again, I look forward 
to talking to. 
 
303 
00:57:25.620 --> 00:57:29.250 
Shari Sandoval: A there's a couple questions if you want me to read them for you 
Steve that are. 
 
304 
00:57:30.450 --> 00:57:30.840 
Shari Sandoval: up here. 
 
305 
00:57:31.230 --> 00:57:32.100 



steve: Thank you Shari that'd. 
 
306 
00:57:32.340 --> 00:57:47.040 
Shari Sandoval: be great I appreciate your help, sure, so one can this 
presentation recording be made available for other conferences in the western 
jurisdiction to use and also could they get copies of the slides the slides that 
you showed today. 
 
307 
00:57:47.700 --> 00:57:54.810 
steve: Well they'll be the slides will be in the presentation and you're going to 
be the person who figures out how we're going to make this available. 
 
308 
00:57:56.310 --> 00:58:13.440 
steve: i'll punt to you shari, by the way, shari sandoval who's helping here is 
the program administrator in the sacramento office, and she is spectacular she 
does a great job so i'll leave it up to you, shari to get this recording figured 
out sounds good. 
 
309 
00:58:13.860 --> 00:58:29.790 
Shari Sandoval: And, and my plan was everybody that has registered is here, in a 
few days, I will go ahead and get that sent out to you guys through email, so you 
guys have that and then, if you need steve's contact info I can include all that 
as well, and the link to our website. 
 
310 
00:58:32.670 --> 00:58:36.240 
Shari Sandoval: next question when a sifter is used, can it be reused. 
 
311 
00:58:37.110 --> 00:58:38.940 
steve: Absolutely yeah we. 
 
312 
00:58:40.140 --> 00:59:00.120 
steve: So equipment like sifters and shovels and spades we provide little hand 
spades to in the fire buckets all that stuff we we we claim what what isn't reused 
more than, say, the day you might use it for two sites in a day would be the 
hazmat suit. 
 
313 
00:59:01.710 --> 00:59:13.740 
steve: And you can clean the outer gloves but then we give you disposable liners, 
where the inner gloves and you would throw those away and certainly your mask 
aren't reused, more than one day. 
 
314 
00:59:15.540 --> 00:59:24.330 
steve: But sifters are yeah we sifters the sifters that we use are used a lot we 
also give sifters, to the survivors. 
 



315 
00:59:24.990 --> 00:59:37.590 
steve: So a lot of times we'll go out and help them or they'll want to do it 
themselves we actually give them our sifter guide sifting guidelines and give them 
advice on how to be effective at sifting. 
 
316 
00:59:38.670 --> 00:59:56.820 
steve: You can kind of picture that sifting you cannot sift the whole property 
it's it's too big a mess So what we encourage people to do is focus on those 
places in the home, where there are things that they might might want most want to 
find but we we talk them through how to do safety. 
 
317 
01:00:00.480 --> 01:00:03.060 
Shari Sandoval: Susan did you have a question you had your hand raised. 
 
318 
01:00:04.170 --> 01:00:08.100 
Susan Ernst: Thank you Steve answered my question thanks so much perfect. 
 
319 
01:00:08.820 --> 01:00:24.000 
Shari Sandoval: next question is there a single location, for example, page on 
conference website where all current opportunities to provide fire relief are 
listed a financial gifts gift cards work teams to paradise flood buckets etc. 
 
320 
01:00:25.800 --> 01:00:26.250 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: In there. 
 
321 
01:00:27.300 --> 01:00:27.420 
steve: You. 
 
322 
01:00:27.450 --> 01:00:27.930 
know. 
 
323 
01:00:28.980 --> 01:00:40.590 
steve: There are different there Those are all kind of in different places, so 
Sonja has Disaster Response website has the bucket part in there. 
 
324 
01:00:41.940 --> 01:00:48.090 
steve: And UMVIM website is a list of the current sites that are available and. 
 
325 
01:00:49.920 --> 01:01:00.930 
steve: We would just the best thing to do would be to contact me, and I can I can 
help you figure out what we we put out a call for help, based on geography. 
 
326 



01:01:01.740 --> 01:01:16.140 
steve: So, quite often, we will be we tap people and and like today we're talking 
to the people in Lake county we've been up in Plumas county and it's we lot a lot 
of times we'll focus on the. 
 
327 
01:01:17.670 --> 01:01:24.240 
steve: district superintendent who helps us out or the circuit leader or even 
local pastors. 
 
328 
01:01:25.830 --> 01:01:27.750 
steve: But there is no single location at present. 
 
329 
01:01:29.010 --> 01:01:38.340 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Oh Steve, can I ask really quickly if I see that there's a fire 
close to me and I want to help should I just get in the car and go. 
 
330 
01:01:39.270 --> 01:01:41.340 
steve: No, you cannot do that. 
 
331 
01:01:42.720 --> 01:01:44.130 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Self deploying isn't it 
 
332 
01:01:44.760 --> 01:01:46.560 
steve: Right and you need to be invited. 
 
333 
01:01:47.790 --> 01:01:59.460 
steve: But the quite often the for local Churches once you contact the Red Cross, 
the local Red Cross, or the Community Disaster Response Group. 
 
334 
01:01:59.940 --> 01:02:11.670 
steve: They will then guide you on how they would like for you to help and will 
welcome your help, they just need to be able to work out with you what that was 
going to be and where it's going to be. 
 
335 
01:02:12.720 --> 01:02:25.440 
steve: And that's one of the reasons why you want to establish those relationships 
before event occurs, because then you already know who to be talking to and how to 
be most effective. 
 
336 
01:02:27.780 --> 01:02:29.280 
steve: I see another. 
 
337 
01:02:29.280 --> 01:02:32.460 



Shari Sandoval: question here are sifters purchased or made. 
 
338 
01:02:33.750 --> 01:02:47.730 
steve: They are made um I suppose you could probably find a commercially made 
sisters, but they would be by many of them would probably be cost prohibitive, but 
we do have specs on how to make them. 
 
339 
01:02:49.200 --> 01:02:56.400 
steve: And we would be, we would love to have a church who's ambitious enough to 
make us 10 15, 20 sifters. 
 
340 
01:02:57.900 --> 01:02:59.250 
steve: they're pretty straightforward to make. 
 
341 
01:03:03.240 --> 01:03:07.890 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: it's a great product project for boy scouts and such. 
 
342 
01:03:09.150 --> 01:03:12.480 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: boy scouts or your youth group and stuff like that. 
 
343 
01:03:19.410 --> 01:03:19.980 
Kathy Fraker: Steve. 
 
344 
01:03:20.670 --> 01:03:23.430 
Kathy Fraker: Where do I find the specs for the sifters. 
 
345 
01:03:24.870 --> 01:03:41.910 
steve: i'm be glad to send it to you, we need to, we need to post that on the 
website, we just have it, we just we just got a really good the desert Southwest 
conference built us Sonja how many was 150 of them. 
 
346 
01:03:42.570 --> 01:03:45.330 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: 162 or something. 
 
347 
01:03:45.660 --> 01:03:50.280 
steve: right they built they shipped them to us but that's another story of them. 
 
348 
01:03:51.420 --> 01:03:58.440 
steve: Getting to pasadena and then going down to pasadena to get him but, but 
they are they just sent us their spec. 
 
349 
01:03:59.430 --> 01:04:16.470 



steve: for building into small sifters that Homeowners can use, we also have some 
really big ones that require two or three people, which is fine for our ERT teams, 
but not quite so fine for a couple so. 
 
350 
01:04:17.550 --> 01:04:21.810 
steve: Those we can we can we need to post those specs we haven't done that, yet 
we just got em. 
 
351 
01:04:22.860 --> 01:04:45.030 
Kathy Fraker: hey that'd be great um I, we have a very active large boy scout 
troop at our church here in Fallon Nevada that we Charter, and I know one young 
man was looking for an eagle project geared towards helping with fires so maybe 
this is something he or they could do. 
 
352 
01:04:45.780 --> 01:04:50.190 
steve: Now Kathy, what do you see if you don't mind, maybe you could send me an 
email. 
 
353 
01:04:50.730 --> 01:04:55.200 
steve: Let me have that and i'll make sure we get that information to you okay. 
 
354 
01:04:55.320 --> 01:04:55.770 
Kathy Fraker: Thank you. 
 
355 
01:05:00.780 --> 01:05:02.010 
Shari Sandoval: More questions on here. 
 
356 
01:05:02.940 --> 01:05:03.930 
Chris Holland: They have a question. 
 
357 
01:05:05.940 --> 01:05:27.300 
Chris Holland: I have a question about the sifters, we have a few people that are 
talking about making sifters, the cost of lumber is really high at the moment and 
I for one have a ton of small scraps of old lumber, is it acceptable to use, you 
know something other than brand new purchase number. 
 
358 
01:05:28.620 --> 01:05:35.580 
steve: If you'd have to be the judge of the quality of that material whether would 
hold up or extended use or not. 
 
359 
01:05:36.780 --> 01:05:38.970 
steve: there's no way I could advise you that. 
 
360 



01:05:40.020 --> 01:05:43.110 
Chris Holland: There wasn't a ruling that it has to be brand new expensive stuff. 
 
361 
01:05:46.500 --> 01:05:51.720 
steve: No, but it needs to it needs to be durable these things take a beating. 
 
362 
01:05:52.740 --> 01:05:53.130 
So. 
 
363 
01:05:56.490 --> 01:05:56.970 
steve: alrighty. 
 
364 
01:05:58.110 --> 01:06:04.140 
steve: i'll do one last question we're at 738 by my watch and you all, been very 
attentive. 
 
365 
01:06:08.610 --> 01:06:10.920 
Sonja Edd-Bennett: Oh yes, this is great thanks Steve. 
 
366 
01:06:11.640 --> 01:06:14.610 
steve: Already i'm going to sign off now Oh yes, Cathy. 
 
367 
01:06:15.000 --> 01:06:22.080 
Kathy Fraker: Just one more question so um if we're feeling really called and and 
serious about becoming. 
 
368 
01:06:23.340 --> 01:06:25.530 
Kathy Fraker: Part of a early response team. 
 
369 
01:06:27.090 --> 01:06:30.030 
Kathy Fraker: The first thing we need to do is to. 
 
370 
01:06:31.260 --> 01:06:38.670 
Kathy Fraker: fulfill the safe gathering, I mean that has to be done first, before 
anything else basically. 
 
371 
01:06:40.230 --> 01:06:55.770 
steve: right there is when you go to if you go to the conference website yes 
there's an application there under the training opportunities tab there will be an 
ERT class listed for September 25. 
 
372 
01:06:56.430 --> 01:06:57.270 



Kathy Fraker: And I will be. 
 
373 
01:06:57.360 --> 01:07:03.360 
Kathy Fraker: Out of state, I will be back in Kansas, at the end of the month, so 
I won't be able to partake in that one. 
 
374 
01:07:03.690 --> 01:07:17.160 
steve: Okay, well, if nothing else, you could look at it and see what it says 
about doing your safe gatherings what the ERT classes like it's all day hands on. 
 
375 
01:07:17.820 --> 01:07:33.540 
steve: It covers everything from how to to be spiritually supporting of survivors 
because that's number one absolutely number one and we go through a really good 
session on what to say and what not to say. 
 
376 
01:07:34.980 --> 01:07:47.040 
steve: And then we move on to technical skills are ERT trainers really good, and I 
see Jim Truit on the call he is he's the trainer extraordinaire from the Pacific 
Northwest. 
 
377 
01:07:49.050 --> 01:07:49.380 
steve: But. 
 
378 
01:07:50.460 --> 01:07:50.940 
Will you be. 
 
379 
01:07:54.000 --> 01:07:57.570 
steve: There are ERT trainings authored by each of the conference. 
 
380 
01:07:59.490 --> 01:08:00.840 
steve: So the. 
 
381 
01:08:03.450 --> 01:08:04.050 
steve: Excuse me. 
 
382 
01:08:06.630 --> 01:08:10.740 
steve: My wife my wife my wife pastor just came home. 
 
383 
01:08:14.610 --> 01:08:18.720 
Jim Truitt - GNW DRC: Kathy this is Jim Truitt i'm from the Pacific Northwest 
conference. 
 
384 



01:08:19.770 --> 01:08:28.140 
Jim Truitt - GNW DRC: And the Western jurisdiction has a memorandum of agreement 
among all Disaster Response coordinators ERT trainers. 
 
385 
01:08:28.740 --> 01:08:37.770 
Jim Truitt - GNW DRC: You are welcome to join any other training session in the 
western jurisdiction, you can become qualified to serve on one of your teams. 
 
386 
01:08:38.490 --> 01:08:57.480 
Jim Truitt - GNW DRC: In addition to that UMCOR has now started working on a 
virtual ERT training class and that's new only because of COVID so that's not out 
yet, but it is in work and Steve I didn't mean to jump in, but you are answering 
the dog. 
 
387 
01:08:59.100 --> 01:09:10.620 
steve: Thank Thank you Jim it's nice to have you on this call make it's it's a big 
help yeah somebody asked a question about safe gatherings how often you need to do 
it. 
 
388 
01:09:12.180 --> 01:09:15.360 
steve: Shari what's the current time frame is a two years or three years. 
 
389 
01:09:15.660 --> 01:09:18.930 
Shari Sandoval: it's every three years, and I put that in the chat to everyone, so 
the. 
 
390 
01:09:19.410 --> 01:09:20.100 
steve: Okay there. 
 
391 
01:09:20.160 --> 01:09:21.690 
steve: yeah Thank you. 
 
392 
01:09:23.430 --> 01:09:30.630 
steve: Alright guys, we have you're welcome to send me more questions via email or 
call me my cell phone numbers listed right there. 
 
393 
01:09:31.770 --> 01:09:33.570 
steve: We look forward to. 
 
394 
01:09:34.830 --> 01:09:42.450 
steve: Getting a few of you all to join us, we we really need the help, as you can 
imagine, this wildfire season is just brutal. 
 
395 



01:09:44.130 --> 01:09:51.630 
steve: And even if you are not an ERT we're happy to have you come help us out at 
a local assessment Center. 
 
396 
01:09:52.860 --> 01:09:57.630 
steve: Okay, so i'll leave it with that and we'll see you next time okay. 
 
397 
01:09:57.690 --> 01:09:58.320 
steve: Thank you. 
 
398 
01:09:58.950 --> 01:09:59.940 
audio see. 
 
399 
01:10:04.410 --> 01:10:05.340 
kathleen Mirtoni: Thank you Steve. 
 


