
WHO WE ARE 

Interfaith Alliance celebrates religious freedom by championing individual rights, promoting policies that protect both 
religion and democracy, and uniting diverse voices to challenge extremism.W 

WHAT WE BELIEVE  

 We believe that religious freedom is a foundation for  American democracy. 

 We believe that individual rights and matters of    personal conscience must be held sacred. 

 We believe that religious and political extremists are a threat to individual liberty and democracy. 
 

 We believe that celebrating religious and cultural difference is the way to achieve a vibrant community. 

 

HOW WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Interfaith Alliance is the only national interfaith organization dedicated to protecting the integrity of both religion and 
democracy in America. We stand for faith and freedom. 

 

 National Policy – We promote legislation that protects the boundaries between religion and government, so that 
politics doesn’t infringe on your faith and matters of faith don’t infringe on your freedom. 

 

 Grass-Roots Activism – Our local affiliates mobilize individuals on the grass-roots level to make a difference in 
their own communities. We offer a forum to challenge bigotry and defend religious freedom on local issues, in-
cluding candidate education, religion in the public sphere, and interfaith relations. 

 

 Elections – We help religious leaders and politicians navigate the boundary between politics and religion in a way 
that safeguards the separation of church and state. 

 

 Education – We facilitate interfaith dialogue to enhance mutual understanding and respect for religious differ-
ences. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
        Web Site: http://interfaithalliancecc.org          “Like” Us at:  www.facebook.com/IA.CentralCalifornia/ 

Email: info.interfaithalliancecc@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

IACC CORE VALUES  
IACC seeks to work together to fulfill our core values: 

 
 Affirming religious pluralism and celebrating difference 

 Protecting minority rights 
 Defending separation of church and state 

 Encouraging civility in public discourse and debate 



 

GATHERING MUSIC - provided by Temple Beth Israel hosts 
 Procession of clergy and/or Religious Leaders 
 
WELCOME  -  Rabbi Rick Winer, Temple Beth Israel 
                         Irfan Ali and Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent- IACC co-chairs 
 
CALL TO CELEBRATION -  Rabbi Laura Winer, Temple Beth Israel 
 
**  SONG OF GATHERING -   (Tune: Kremser, 12.11.12.11)    Susan Stout, Song Leader 

  “We Gather Together”                                           , Accompanist 
  We gather together in joyful thanksgiving,  
  acclaiming creation whose bounty we share. 

Both sorrow and gladness we find now in our living,  
We sing a hymn of praise to the life that we bear. 

 
  We gather together to join in the journey,  
  confirming, committing our passage to be 

A true affirmation, in joy and tribulation,  
When bound to human care and hope- then we are free. 
 
So, as we now gather from many traditions, 
We all seek the same blessing for each of our homes. 
Let our celebration bridge all of our divisions 
In honoring the names by which our God is known. 

 
WORDS OF THANKSGIVING FOR BEING TOGETHER                                           Dr. Su Kapoor    
 Eternal Source, 
 Creator of all, 
 the One and Holy God: 

Even as we call you by different names, we acknowledge together our common be-
lief that only you are God. 

Give us grace to celebrate- through the diversity we share- our common 
sense of gratitude for the numerous blessings we enjoy as a free people 
gathering together in this sacred space.  Give us wisdom to hear your truth 
in the various perceptions and traditions gathered here today. 

 

 

Interfaith Alliance of Central California 

Officers and Board  

Co-Chairs:  Irfan Ali, Islamic Cultural Center of California 
                   Rev. Dr Norman Broadbent, First Congregational-United Church of Christ 

Secretary:  Joe Pulido, Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
Treasurer:  Dr. Negin Tahvildary, Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno 
 
Rev. Maria Tofoya—First Christian Church, Selma 
Kaye Cummings– Second Church of Christ, Scientist 
Dolores Wright– Good Shepherd ELCA 
Karen Hale– Wesley UMC 
Babs Eskin, Rev.  Tim Kutzmark– Unitarian Universalist Church of Fresno 
Al Evans– Community United Church of Christ 
Jim Grant– Catholic Diocese of Fresno 
Ike Grewal, Amrik Virk, Mohinder Singh Grewal—Sikh Community Council 
Rev. Matt Hamasaki– Buddhist Temple of Fresno 
Dr. Su Kapoor, Dr. Veena Kapoor– Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center 
Rev. Akiko Miyake-Stoner, United Japanese Christian Church (UMC/UCC) 
Paul Pierce, Patience Milrod—Temple Beth Israel 
Dean Witt, Cheryl Gardner—Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
Cheryl Gardner– Multi-faith Exchange 
 

Additional Participants 
Rabbi Laura Winer, Rabbi Rick Winer, Temple Beth Israel 
   – Fresno State University 
Dr. Carole Goldsmith– Fresno City College 
Susan Stout, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
Alex Jaech, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
Seyed-Ali Ghazvini, Imam, Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno 
 



**  CLOSING SONG   “For This Land in All Its Wonder”      (Tune:  CWM RHONDDA 8.7.8.7.8.7.7) 
For this land in all its wonder, for each city, farm and town, 
For each mountain filled with splendor, for each place where love is found, 
For the freedoms we enjoy here, 
God, may thanks to you abound! God, may thanks to you abound! 
 
For your peace and love unending, breaking barriers that divide; 
For the joy of cultures blending as we live here side by side; 
God, we thank you and we pray now: 
May we all be unified! May we all be unified! 
 
For your hand to lead and guide us, for your work in history, 
For your vision born inside us of a just society, 
God, we thank you and we pray now: 
May this vision come to be! May this vision come to be! 
 
May we be a nation seeking ways that are both wise and fair, 
May our living and our speaking serve your purpose everywhere. 
May we follow where you lead us; 
God, this is our hope and prayer! God, this is our hope and prayer! 

Text: Copyright © 1999 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 
OneLicense.net  License # A-711732 

 
WORDS OF DISMISSAL                 Rev. Dr. Norman Broadbent 
 
SHARING IN OUR “FEAST” OF FRIENDSHIP AND REFRESHMENT               IACC Co-Chairs 
 
 

 
IACC expresses great appreciation to Temple Beth Israel for their generous hospitality in hosting this 
year’s Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

Lead us, gracious and merciful Holy One, to love you each in our own ways; and in 
our daily lives, to love our neighbors as our own kin.   
 All praise be yours now and forever. 

 

SONG OF GRATITUDE   Music from Temple Beth Israel 
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE GOOD EARTH   
  (food, water, trees, air, beach, meadows, mountains) 

  American First Peoples   Rev. Anna Lopez, New Thought Community 
  Fresno State University-   
  Islamic Cultural Center of Fresno  -   
  Unitarian Universalist Church of Fresno– Rev. Tim Kutzmark 
  Brahma Kumaris Prayer and Meditation Center – Dr. Veena Kapoor 
 

HYMN “For the Beauty of the Earth”    (Tune: Dix, 7.7.7.7. with refrain) 

  For the beauty of the earth, for the splendor of the skies, 
  For the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 
   Source of all, to thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
  For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart, and mind’s delight, 
  For the mystic harmony linking sense to sound and sight. 
   Source of all, to thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
  For the wonder of each hour of the day, and of the night; 
  hill and vale and tree and flower, sun and moon and stars of light: 
   Source of all, to thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 
 
  For the joy of human care, sister, brother, parent, child; 
  for the kinship we all share, for all gentle thoughts and mild: 
   Source of all, to thee we raise this, our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING FOR LABOR AND SERVANTS OF OUR NEEDS 
  (Expressions of how we are caring for others and our environment) 

  Fresno City College—Carole Goldsmith, President 
  Catholic Social Justice – Jim Grant, Roman Catholic Diocese of Fresno 
  Faith in the Valley—  Sukaina Hussein, Islamic Cultural Center 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC “Amazing Grace,”  Interfaith Choir,  Susan Stout, Director 



 
   
  In Your goodness You have made us able to hear the music of the world.  The 
  raging of the winds, the whispering in the wood, and the precious voices of  
  loved ones reveal to us that You are in our midst.  [Jewish] 

 All:   A divine voice sings through all creation. 
 
And [He has subjected] all that He has multiplied for you on the earth of    
varying colors.  Indeed, in that is a sign for a people who would remember. 
[Muslim] 

 All:  Thank you, for this gift of your creation. 
 

As the radiant sun shines upon all regions above, below, and across, so does 
the glorious one God of love protect and guide all creatures. [Buddhist] 

 All:  Thank you, for this gift of life.  
  
  God provides everyone with his daily food; why, O man, art thou afraid?   
  [Sikh] 
 All:  Keep us aware of your loving care. 
   
  Contentment is the root of happiness, and discontent the root of misery.   
  [Hindu]   Dr. Veena Kapoor 
 All:  Keep us aware of your loving care. 
 

Do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what you shall drink; 
nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow 
nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. 
[Christian]  Dee Wright  

 All:   God, give us gratitude and peace in our hearts. 
 
  O God, Source of All, The Great I Am, in humbleness of mind and simplicity of 
  heart, all these and  more than mind can think and heart can feel, we make 
  as our sacrament of Thanksgiving to Thee.  Kaye Cummings 
 All:   For all these we make an act of Thanksgiving this day! 
   

  
                                   

 
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING FOR SPIRITUAL RESOURCES  
  (Places of worship, faith, music, sacred writings, teachers)   
  Buddhist Temple—Rev. Matt Hamasaki 
  Sikh-     Mohinder Singh Grewal 
  Muslim—Iman Seyed-ali Ghazvani    
  Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints-  Dean Witt 
  Interfaith Cultural Club– Clovis Community College- Kerry Adaway-Williams  
 
ACT OF GRATITUDE-  Offering Taken to Support The Fresno Community Food Bank 
 (Checks should be made out to Fresno Food Bank) -   
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   Sikh Community Musicians 
 
DEDICATION THROUGH THANKS FOR OUR OFFERING-Rev. Akiko Miyake-Stoner,  
            United Japanese Christian Church 
HYMN “Give Thanks”  (Tune: Foundation, 11.11.11.11)       

  Give thanks for the corn and the wheat that are reaped, 
  for labor well done and for barns that are heaped, 
  for the sun and the dew and the sweet honeycomb, 
  for the rose and the song and the harvest brought home. 
 
  Give thanks for the homes that with kindness are blessed, 
  for seasons of plenty and well-deserved rest, 
  for our country extending from sea unto sea, 
  for the ways that have made it a land to live free. 
 

WORDS OF THANKSGIVING FOR INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS  
  (family, friends, diversity, new acquaintances)   

 In peace, we pray to you, God of a thousand names, lifting up now our special  
 prayers from several of our various traditions and practices: 
 

  Great Spirit God is the Father, Earth the Mother.  With all things and  in all   
  things, we are  relatives. [American First Peoples, Sioux & Ojibwe] 
 All:  Thank you, Great Spirit, for this gift of life. 
 
  From the harvest of the soil we are given occasion to garner a harvest of the 
  heart and mind: a harvest of resolve for all life’s gifts and opportunities.  
             [Unitarian Universalist] 
 All:  We offer our harvest of gratitude for every good we enjoy . 

   


