
Drive-In Church 
Creating a Meaningful Worship Experience in the Midst of Pandemic

California-Nevada Conference Protocol & Guidelines


Worship experiences are enhanced by all of our senses, by sight and sound, by touch and taste, and through 
aromas that are pleasing to God. As your church considers hosting a drive-in church service in this time of 
pandemic, it is important to consider both the safety guidelines to protect our congregants and our 
community, and, to create a worship experience that is meaningful. The following protocols and guidelines will 
help you to create both a safe and meaningful worship experience for your congregation and community.


Safety Guidelines for Drive-In Church 
As we continue to adhere to the state of California and the state of Nevada’s Stay at Home Order, we have 
created the following Protocols and Guidelines for Drive-In Church Events. These guidelines will permit drive-
in events for churches in our conference only if they adhere to the following:


- Each vehicle is limited to only household members (no carpooling).

- Park vehicles with at least 6 feet of spacing or skip every other parking space.

- Keep windows completely closed if feasible (may open windows a quarter of the way if necessary).

- Allow multiple services to reduce any congestion of vehicles.

- All those in attendance are required to stay in their vehicles.

- Staff and volunteers conducting service are required to be kept under 10 people and to adhere to the 

physical distancing guidelines of at least 6 feet of physical separation.

- Staff and volunteers should wear face masks.

- Staff and volunteers should follow proper hygiene protocol such as hand washing and disinfecting items.

- Distribution of bulletins, inserts and communion.


1. Consider sending bulletins and other printed material (i.e., coloring/game pages for children1) via 
email; you may also post on your website or FaceBook page for visitors to reference. If you are 
distributing any materials at the event, all contents must be sealed in plastic bags.

1Encourage parents to print materials and bring crayons, pencils, etc., suitable for children’s car activities 


As shelter-in-place orders continue to be 
extended, and church doors continue to 
remain closed, many are longing to gather 
together in worship and praise. A meaningful 
worship experience draws us into the 
presence and glory of God creating a 
transformational experience in mind, body and 
spirit as the Word is proclaimed and 
expounded upon, and, as a community of 
believers lift up prayer, song and praise in 
exaltation to our Lord, our God. 

Consult with Your District Superintendent  
It is required to consult with your District Superintendent for approval early in the 

planning stage and prior to implementing this protocol.



2. Preparation of sealed materials—church staff must wash hands thoroughly and wear mask and gloves 
when preparing materials. Materials should be prepared at least 12 to 24 hours in advance.


3. Communion cups must be single serve sealed cups and bread elements sealed in a separate bag—
one serving per bag. Consider asking participants to bring their own communion elements eliminating 
the need for distribution. 


4. Distribution must be done curbside before cars enter onto the church property.

5. Church staff distributing bulletins, inserts and communion are required to wear a mask and disposable 

rubber gloves. Gloves are to be disposed of immediately after distribution is complete.

- Collection of Tithes and Offerings


1. Collection must be done curbside after cars exit the church property.

2. Follow standard policies and practices for the handling, counting and depositing of the church 

offerings while practicing appropriate social distancing guidelines. 

- Other Considerations


1. Is your parking lot large enough for social distancing cars? Cars should be parked with 1 parking 
space in-between each car or 6 feet apart side-to-side.


2. Attendants may have children or others who have to use the restroom. In this case, the attendants will 
be required to leave the service to accommodate their needs.


3. Keep a fire extinguisher at hand to respond to a car fire. 

4. Persons who are feeling ill, or who are immune compromised, should avoid attending drive-in church.

5. We realize that many churches do not have adequate parking lots for this kind of worship; in this case, 

if your church wants to use another parking area that you do not own, you must get the written 
permission of the owner of the lot and consult their liability insurance carrier to obtain an insurance 
rider covering the event.


6. Consider the weather. If you are in an area where the heat will be above 90 degrees at the peak of day, 
consider hosting your service earlier in the morning such as 9 AM. If attendants are running their cars 
and air conditioners, it will detract from the worship experience and create unnecessary pollution.


In addition, all those in attendance should practice social distancing preceding and proceeding drive thru 
events. All organizers should continue to encourage all those in attendance to practice any guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the California & Nevada Department of Public Health.


Missional Strategy—Practical Applications for Drive-In Church 
- Some churches have limited access to reliable technology; therefore, drive-in church is the most 

effective way to experience church and provide spiritual nourishment. 

- Provide pastoral and community care for those who are mentally, spiritually and emotionally worn 

down from the isolation.  

- Note: this likely won’t be the best option for most churches. Consider hosting drive-in church 

periodically for special occasions – Pentecost Sunday, to offer Holy Communion, to celebrate the 
Anniversary of a church. 


Please consult and comply with your state, county and local 
ordinances regarding such gatherings






A Meaningful Worship Experience 
The Visual Experience

Can everyone see what is going on? Whether you are hosting a simple service with the pastor reading and 
expounding upon the Word, or, you are hosting a more elaborate service with music, worship, prayer, and 
more (i.e. Communion Service), it is important that everyone can see clearly.

- Consider how you can use your parking lot to create the best visual experience. 

- Have church staff and volunteers direct the traffic flow and where to park, and, to direct cars in the order in 

which to exit. Compact cars should be parked forward, mid-size in the middle, and large vehicles in the 
rear. All vehicles should be facing the same direction. Create a one-way traffic flow if possible (See 
Firebaugh-Mendota UMC Parking Guidelines for reference).


- The pastor and the worship team should be clearly visible. Consider natural elevations (hillsides or level 
grounds above retaining walls) and platforms (flatbed trailer, pre-fab stage) that are at least 3 feet high to 
create visibility for all participants. You may consult with party rental companies on options for pre-fab 
platforms and stages.


The Sound Experience

Can everyone hear what is going on? As many persons who will attend a drive-in church worship service may 
suffer from hearing loss, a simple PA system may not be sufficient for creating a meaningful worship 
experience; speakers alone may not suffice to create an experience that will be meaningful for all.

- Consider using either an FM Transmitter (such as one used for Christmas light displays) to broadcast your 

service over an FM frequency. Simply plug the headphone output from your soundboard into the FM 
Transmitter to allow participants to listen to the service on their car radios.

• FCC Guidelines: Part 15 Devices—Unlicensed operation on the AM and FM radio broadcast bands is 

permitted for some extremely low powered devices covered under Part 15 of the FCC's rules.  On FM 
frequencies, these devices are limited to an effective service range of approximately 200 feet (61 meters). 
For more information refer to FCC Guidelines at https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/low-power-radio-
general-information#PART. 


• Public Address Systems (PA) Generally, in residential zones, maximum noise levels shall not exceed 55 
decibels (dBA) between the hours of 7am to 10pm and 50 dBA between the hours of 10pm and 7am. 
These noise limits may be adjusted for, or exemptions may apply to certain activities. Check with your 
local city and county regulations for more information. 

- Be mindful of your neighbors.

- Communicate with your neighbors in advance to address any concerns they may have. 

- You may consider a bluetooth transmitter which transmit at least 300 feet. These are more expensive and 
requires users to download an APP on their personal devices. Participants may listen on their device or 
connect their device to their car stereo.


- Other ideas include streaming your service on Facebook Live or setting up a conference call in which 
people can dial-in to hear the audio.


Touch, Taste & Aromatic Experiences

There are limitations due to safety guidelines on how to create these experiences; yet, use your imagination to 
do so in a safe manner.

- Consider using areas of your parking lot that may be surrounded by gardens creating a natural aromatic 

experience drawing people into awareness and thanksgiving to God’s good creation. 

- If you are distributing sealed packets with bulletin, children’s materials, communion elements, etc., consider 

adding a sprig of mint, cinnamon stick, rosemary twig or other items that might tie in with worship or add a 
pleasant aroma to the worship experience2. 

2Note: Some persons in your congregation may suffer from allergies to various elements; it is advised to 
prepare packets that are fragrance free. 


As noted by these protocols, this type of worship requires an investment of 
resources–-especially the planning time of pastor and leaders.   In general, this 
investment of time and resources will be more missionally relevant if invested in the 
creation of a digital online presence for the church. A Meaningful Worship Experience

https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/low-power-radio-general-information#PART
https://www.fcc.gov/media/radio/low-power-radio-general-information#PART


 
We know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love God and are called 
according to his purpose for them. Romans 8:28 

These times are no different; God will use this time to raise up the spirits of his people, to draw to him those 
who have been lost, forgotten and forsaken, and to glorify himself in Christ Jesus through the works which he 
has prepared in advance for us to do. 


In everything we do, let it be to glory of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit!

In short, if you cannot create a meaningful worship experience in 
which people can see and hear clearly, then it may be better to 

consider other worship experiences in this time.

Firebaugh-Mendota United Methodist Church Drive-In Church Parking Guidelines
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