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The United Methodist Church has committed itself to peacemaking, as Jesus Christ our Lord 11 
says, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God” (Matthew 5:9 NIV), and 12 
our brother Paul says, “For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed 13 
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility” (Ephesians 2:14 NIV). 14 

Affirming the Christian calling to be peacemakers and responding to the faith witness of the 15 
Korean churches, the General Conference of the United Methodist Church at its 2016 session 16 
passed a resolution 6100, “Korea: Peace, Justice, and Reunification.”  17 

The dividing wall of hostility and tension between South Korea and North Korea remains a 18 
painful one that has not been resolved since the end of the Korean War in 1953 and continues to 19 
negatively cause pain in the lives of people in both Koreas. The Armistice was accompanied with 20 
a promise, which to this date is unfulfilled, that a peace treaty between North Korea and the U.S. 21 
would follow. 22 

The Armistice has not been replaced with a peace treaty, “leaving the Korean peninsula under a 23 
state of war and tension for more than 60 years” and the enmity between the two Koreas has 24 
been played out as an evil cause for dictatorship, militarization and repression of the people. 25 

The following resolution is based on the sense of urgency shared by Korean clergy in our 26 
conference that it is imperative and of the utmost importance that a formal peace treaty between 27 
North Korea and the U.S. be signed for the peace and security of Northeast Asia. We further 28 
agreed that there is great risk of a miscalculation which could ignite a war in the Korean 29 
peninsula, due to the danger of military escalation after considering a “preemptive strike on 30 
North Korea”. Such an event could lead to a nuclear escalation, risking a global catastrophe that 31 
would endanger all humanity.  32 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the California Nevada Annual Conference send a letter 1 
to the President Trump, Secretary of State Tillerson and the Under Secretary of State for Arms 2 
Control and International Security Affairs, reflecting our views: 3 

1) That the US government should not take any actions to cause a war in the Korean 4 
Peninsula, including a “preemptive strike;”  5 

2) That the US government set a goal for the peaceful reunification of Korea as a formal US 6 
policy goal;” and 7 

3) That the US government take a step further for bilateral diplomatic and human contacts 8 
between the United States and the government of North Korea. 9 

LET IT FUTHER BE RESOLVED that the congregations of the California Nevada Annual 10 
Conference promote the awareness of the situation in the Korean Peninsula, and encourage 11 
prayers for peace in the Korean Peninsula and for reunification between the two Koreas. 12 


