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CLAREMONT SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY PLEASED WITH LITIGATION RESULTS 
 

CLAREMONT, CA— Judgment was entered in the litigation between Claremont School of 

Theology’s (CST) litigation against Claremont Graduate University and The Claremont Colleges, 

Inc., formerly known as Claremont University Consortium (CUC), and related cross-claims. In 

summary, the Judgment, and Statement of Decision underlying the Judgment, allows CST to receive 

fair market value if it desires to sell its property. 

 

Charles Clark of Jackson Tidus, CST’s lead attorney, said, “We are very pleased with the judgment. 

Our overarching goal in pursuing the litigation was for CST to be able to receive fair market value 

for its property, and I believe this decision allows CST to achieve this goal.”  

 

A dispute between the parties arose, in part, over whether CST’s Property was encumbered by a 

Right of First Offer Restriction providing that once CST desired to sell its property, it was required 

to sell the property to CUC for the price CST paid for the property in 1957, plus improvements and 

property taxes and minus depreciation. The Judgment converted the Right of First Offer to a Right of 

First Refusal whereby CST is now able to obtain fair market offers from third parties, and CUC has 

the right to purchase CST’s property for the purchase price and other material economic terms of a 

third-party offer accepted by CST. If CUC does not want to purchase CST’s property pursuant to the 

terms of the third-party offer, then CST can close the transaction with the qualified third party. 

 

Kah-Jin Jeffrey Kuan, President of CST, expressed his satisfaction, stating, “This judgment allows us 

to move forward with our plans to sell the property and work toward an embedding partnership with 

Willamette University in Salem, OR. That’s what we wanted, and I’m so grateful to our Jackson 

Tidus legal team of Charles Clark, Kathryn Casey, Ron DeFelice, and Chris Green for the 

outstanding work they have done in navigating through the entire legal process and proceedings. I 

am also thankful for the continuing support of our Board of Trustees, faculty, staff, students, 

alumni/ae, donors, and friends through this long and arduous process, and for their faith in the 

school’s mission and future.”  

 

### 

 

Established in 1885, Claremont School of Theology is fully recognized and approved as one of 

thirteen official theological schools of The United Methodist Church, with close relationships with 

other Protestant denominations, as well as many interreligious partnerships. CST offers graduate 

level programs, including Master of Arts, Master of Divinity, Doctor of Ministry, and Doctor of 

Philosophy degrees in religion and practical theology. 
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