
Letter: Special Envoy for Palestinian Children 

 

Summer, 2016 ( actual date will be inserted when sent) 

 

Dear President Obama: 

We are members and friends of the California/Nevada Annual Conference of the United Methodist 

Church.  We join with many others across the United Sates and beyond, who are deeply concerned 

about Palestinian youth and the erosion of their human rights.    

We support the efforts of Congresswoman Betty McCollum and other members of Congress and join 

them in asking that you appoint a Special Envoy for Palestinian Children. 

The United Methodist Church has supported missionaries in Palestine for many years.  Volunteers 

also play an important role through United Methodist Church service projects.  In the Bethlehem area 

alone, we have worked in the village of Wadi Foquin, Hope School, and Bethlehem Bible College.  

Strong bonds of friendship to many Palestinian families have developed through these opportunities 

and it is disheartening as we worry for their safety and future prospects. 

Children under 18 years old now represent 46.2 percent of the 4.68 million Palestinians living in the 

Occupied Palestinian Territory. These youth have only known military occupation, systemic 

discrimination and violence – and the situation is worsening.   

We are particularly concerned by the Israeli military’s widespread and systematic ill-treatment of 

Palestinian child detainees, documented by well-respected organizations like UNICEF. 

We urge you to appoint a “Special Envoy for Palestinian Children.”   Their fact-finding mission will 

provide your administration – and the one that follows - with essential information in order to 

safeguard the basic human rights of Palestinian children.  

These children’s lives cannot wait on a “stalled peace process,” nor should their rights be valued any 

less then our own children’s.  Appointing a Special Envoy for Palestinian Children will send a clear 

signal that the American people value the lives and safety of Palestinian children. 

 

Sincerely, 

We invite you to add your name!  To add your name contact: IPTaskForceCalNev@gmail.com  

The letter with names will be sent by email to President Obama 

mailto:IPTaskForceCalNev@gmail.com

