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In October last year I received the wonderful E-News for United Methodist Clergywomen 

sent by General Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM).  The second article was 

titled, “Latin American and Caribbean Methodist Women Leadership Conference” with the 

graphic of an invitation next to it.  The article stated, “United Methodist clergywomen are 

cordially invited to this event."  

 

I was quick to accept the invitation, as I am always eager to be in solidarity with the 

women of this region. There are many reasons why this is so. To begin with, I have a 

connection from my birth father’s family in Mexico, where I lived with extended family 

members, briefly, as a child. Also, my spiritual formation has been nurtured through my 

studies and experiences of liberation theology in the Latin American context in both my 

undergraduate and seminary studies and fellowships in Nicaragua, El Salvador and Cuba.   

 

My heart beats to a Latin rhythm in many ways. And, of course, whenever the women are 

gathering, I want to be there!  I was delighted to meet sisters-in-Christ from the United 

States, as well as from all over Latin America.  The women I met are leaders who are 

representatives of the Aposento Alto (Upper Room) in their communities, organizers at 

local and regional levels for the Methodist Women, as well as pastors, licensed and 

ordained.   

 

The spirit of the event was grounded in expressing our faith through word, music, and 

theater.  Yes, there was translation for many of the words, but there was no need to 

translate the meaning.  It was felt in the smiles, the hugs, the dancing, and the 

celebrating.  As good Methodists, we made connections!   

 

This was the first event as such, but it won’t be the last.  I encourage all clergywomen to 

be sure to receive this e-news, to stay connected to what is happening with our sisters 

around the globe and to seek opportunities to continue our lifelong learning.  As a pastor 

serving a local church, I returned to my setting energized about the connection with the 

Upper Room, the United Methodist Women, the General Board of Higher Education & 

Ministry, and the Methodist Church in Latin America.   

 

The format of the event included workshops and plenary sessions that were filled with 

moments of consciousness-raising, empowerment, and visioning.  I learned so much from 

sisters of Quechua and Aymara roots, rural communities, and Latin American seminaries.  

From many contexts, many languages, and many countries, we were together as one-in-

One for four glorious days! God is so good! Dios es bueno! 

 


