
 

 

A  Special Prayer For You! 
 

“Dear Clergy Spouses: 

In this New Year, it is evident that our world still desperately needs 
God’s transformational love. To be committed to a person who is com-
mitted to wrestling for love’s sake with congregation(s) of people who 
are in turn wrestling for love’s sake with their world(s)…is well, com-
plex. Like many spouses, we see the raw edges, the strain, the tears. 
We also see the miracles. We see the strength, the mercy, the grace. I 
get that. I also get that we are all human in this complex world and 
time. Each spouse has an immensely important part in our spouse’s 
lives—however that plays out for each of us. Many people count on our 
spouses and, in turn, count on us to be part of their lives in ways they 
can’t be…whatever it is that we two are together.  

Together…together. This is my central focus of my prayer for each of 
you this New Year—your togetherness. From experience, I know that 
nourishing time together can be scarce.  And like some of us having 
long distance relationships, it can be a very limited time.  However 
many minutes you have together, it is my prayer that you will find a 
special grace this year—a special blessing on your time together.  I pray 
that when you look into each other’s eyes, you will be filled and find 
mercy and peace; When you touch one another, I pray you will find 
strength, hope and joy.  I pray that when you talk to one another, you 
will find grace.  

For me, it is difficult to receive God’s agape love. So it is my prayer 
that along with me, I hope you will also open yourself to receive that 
abundant Agape love in a new and deeper way so that your love for 
one another will flourish despite the stresses and strains of life. 

Yours in Awe! 

J.B. Brayfindley 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

Dear spouses; 

As our Annual Conference is making changes…so we see a reflecting change in the 
needs of our association. Our membership looks different than it has in years past. 
We are morphing into a fresh, new multi-dimensional mosaic grounded in an an-
cient faith. My question for us is: “How can we serve one another more fully?” We 
have a challenge before us. Our association is here to support and stimulate one an-
other, not to burden or disturb. Personally, I see myriads of possibilities before us. 
All dreams start small in order to grow strong. My dream is to build a network of 
inspiration for clergy and their spouses and families—which will embolden and 
strengthen their faith and that of the faith family. I believe mountains can be moved one pebble at a time! 
Will you join me?  Will you take ONE step this year with me to move a single pebble? Here are some ideas: 

 

 Commit to pray for one clergy spouse either generically or specifically once a month or week or day (put 
a name or city on the wall to remember). 

 Call one clergy spouse you know and just check in (before June). 

 Call one clergy spouse you would like to get to know better and introduce yourself (at Conference if not 
sooner). 

 Carpool to the retreat! 

 Invite a spouse to the retreat! 

 Send a note to spouse whose spouse passed away this year. 

 Sign up to be a leader in the CSA (treasurer, etc.) for next year! 

 Carpool to AC Lunch Mixer on Saturday! 
 

It means a lot to connect with one another. We may never really know how much it actually means to 
those who really needed it.  

I hope you will join us at the upcoming retreat (the entire weekend or as a “drop in”) and at the Lunch 
Mixer at Annual Conference.  My dream is built on all of our unique contributions, no matter how small. 
You can make a difference! Let’s do it together! 

Feel free to call or text me! (707)496-2154 or email me jb.brayfindley@charter.net. 

Let’s keep in contact! 

J.B. 
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CSA RETREAT FLYER 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Announcements from the Retreat ChairsAnnouncements from the Retreat ChairsAnnouncements from the Retreat Chairs   
 

Looking for healthier ways to deal with a hectic lifestyle? Want secret tips on how to 
let go of stress? Want to look at healthy options for eating and exercising? Or just 
need a weekend away? This retreat is for you!  

 

Here are some highlights… 
 

Guest speaker Stina Pope, a life coach and Episcopal Priest with Master of Nutrition  

(see her website at presentensecoaching.net); 
 

 Guest physician presentation from Weimar New Start Institute;  
 Zumba! intro class; 
 Tai Chi intro class;  
 Private massage specialist; 
 Private counseling with Pastor Rod Brayfindley or Pastor Dawn Pidlypchak; 
 Music galore! (BYO instruments) 
 

What is new? Well, if you can’t make the entire weekend, DROP IN on Saturday! (cost 
is @$30/meal) with options for babysitting (reserve spots by calling J.B. before the 
retreat)! We want to try to fit your busy lifestyle and budget…you just can’t miss this 
time together!  
 

Our open schedule allows lots of private as well as group interaction time. Sign up for 
massage sessions or private counseling. You choose how much to be involved. Make 
the weekend yours! We are looking forward to seeing you all…and share the fun-- in-
vite another spouse to join you, too! Retreat begins at 4:00 on Friday and ends at 
noon on Sunday. 
 

J.B. and Sybella 

P.S. I hope you will ask your spouse to request SPR committees or UMW to pay the cost of our 
upcoming retreat as a gift of health to you! I look forward to meeting you there! 

Treasurer: 

Our Treasurer, Cathy Nelson and her family will be 
moving out of this conference after this years conference.  
The Treasurer position will be opened effective July 1, 
2014.  If you feel the call to be our Treasurer, Please con-
tact Cathy Nelson at  tch222u@yahoo.com. 

 

President Designate: 

CSA President’s term is usually 2 years term. When her/
his term is completed the President Designate will take 
over the Presidency while we elect a new President Des-
ignate to follow. 

Historian: 

We are looking for a Historian to keep track and record 
all the CSA activities and history including pictures, news-
letters, and other events in the past.  

 

Annual Conference Activity Coordinator: 

Responsibilities including Lunch coordinator / Display 
table setup / and in-charge of quiet room upstairs during 
conference! 

 

If you are interested in any of these positions, please con-
tact JB at jb.brayfindley@charter.net 

Position Openings 
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TRANSITIONS (Deaths) 

 Marjean Mott / 2/6/2014  
Marjean Mott, surviving spouse of the Rev. 
Bernard Mott, died on Thursday, February 
6, 2014. She is survived by two daughters: 
Stephanie Mott of Soquel and Debora Ow 
of San Jose; by three grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. The memorial 

service is scheduled for Saturday, February 15, at 11 a.m., at the 
Watsonville United Methodist Church.  
 

Rev. Arnold Vorster / 1/29/2014  
Retired pastor Arnold Vorster died on Wednesday, January 29, 
2014. He is survived by his wife, Penelope Vorster; by two chil-
dren: Karen Vorster of Richmond, Vince Vorster of Discovery 
Bay and by two grandchildren. A memorial service is planned for 
a later time. Arnold Vorster originally served in the Tennessee 
Conference before transferring to California-Nevada in 1965.  
 

Rev. Charles Hamby / 1/14/2014  
Retired pastor Charles Hamby died on Tuesday, January 14, 2014. 
He is survived by three children: Paul Hamby of Juneau, AK, 
Elaine Hamby of Albion, CA and Jennifer Mann of Calgary, Al-
berta; and two grandchildren. Condolences to the family may be 
sent to P.O. Box 22759, Juneau, AK 99802.  
 

Herlinda Valencia / 12/3/2013  
Retired Local Pastor Herlinda Valencia died on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 3, 2013. She is survived by her husband, Adolfo Valencia, 
who resides at 10535 Pemspice Street, San Antonio, TX 98240. A 
memorial service is planned for Sunday, December 8, at the La 
Trinidad United Methodist Church in San Antonio, Texas.  
 

Ellen Silberstein / 11/26/2013  
Ellen Silberstein, surviving spouse of the Rev. Charles Silberstein, 
died on Tuesday, November 26, 2013. She is survived by two 
daughters, Jeannie Grider of Orangevale, and Evelyn Lutz of 
Napa; by four grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. The 
memorial service is planned for Saturday, December 7, at 10 a.m., 
at the Pioneer United Methodist Church in Auburn.  
 

Rev. Horace Wilson DeOcera / 11/19/2013  
Pastor Horace Wilson DeOcera died on Tuesday, November 19, 
2013. He is survived by his wife, Mary Ann, and by two children: 
Wilson and Andrea DeOcera. A service is planned for Friday, 
November 29, from 5-8 p.m., at the East Lawn Mortuary, 5757 
Greenback Lane, Sacramento.  
 

Dorothy Johansson / 9/25/2013  
Dorothy Johansson , wife of the Rev. Robert Johansson, died on 
Wednesday, September 25, 2013. Besides her husband, she is 
survived by three children: Robert Johansson of San Francisco, 
Wilfred Johansson of Stockton, and Elisabeth Johansson of Lodi; 
by eight grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. The memo-
rial service was held on Sunday, October 13, at St. Paul s United 
Methodist Church in Stockton.  

Peggy Campbell / 9/13/2013  
Peggy Campbell , wife of the Rev. Travis Campbell, died on 
Friday, September 13, 2013. She is survived by her husband; two 
adopted sons: George Campbell of Santa Cruz & Nick Campbell 
of Longview, WA; three grandchildren and one great grandchild.  
 

Rev. Douglas Smith / 8/31/2013  
Retired pastor Douglas Smith died on Saturday, August 31, 2013. 
He is survived by his wife, Kathleen Smith, who resides 210 Ash 
Street, Red Bluff, CA 96080; by three children: Matthew Smith of 
San Francisco, Audrey Smith of Oakland, Kristen Smith of Fort 
Collins, CO, and by four grandchildren.  
 

Jane Daily Nicholson / 8/13/2013  

Mrs. Jane Daily Nicholson , surviving spouse of Sherwood Daily, 
died on Tuesday, August 13, 2013. She is survived by her son 
David Daily of Sparks, NV; 2 grandchildren and 4 great 
grandchildren. Condolences to the family may be sent to 1425 
Greenbrae Drive, Sparks, NV, 89431. 
 

Mary Lee Goodwin / 6/15/2013  

Mary Lee Goodwin, surviving spouse of the Rev. George 
Goodwin, died on Saturday, June 15, 2013. She is survived by her 
five children: Bill Goodwin of Placitas, NM, Stephen Goodwin of 
Alta Loma, CA, Mary Christine Goodwin of Angels Camp, 
Hughes Goodwin of Santa Rosa and Georgia Stephens of Bend, 
OR; by nine grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren.  
 

Rev. John Broad / 5/17/2013  
Retired pastor John Broad died on Friday, May 17, 2013. He is 
survived by his wife, Laurie Broad; by three children: Steven 
Broad of South Bend, IN, Julie Osterman of Houston, TX, Peter 
Broad of Auburn, and by four grandchildren. A memorial service 
is scheduled for Saturday, June 1, at 1 p.m., at the Pioneer United 
Methodist Church in Auburn.  
 

Rev. Arthur Catterall / 5/1/2013  
Retired pastor Arthur Catterall died on Wednesday, May 1, 2013. 
He is survived by his wife, Carolee Catterall; by four children: 
Fred Baker of Santa Cruz, Austin Baker of Rio Linda, Karen 
Baker of Sacramento, Crystal Sevigny of Fair Oaks, and by seven 
grand-children. The memorial service is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 11, at 3 p.m., at the First Covenant Church of Sacramento, 
10933 Progress Court, Rancho Cordova. Art Catterall served the 
Valley Spring, Ione, Chester, Riverbank, Knights Ferry. 
 

Shirley Read  / 4/23/2013  
Shirley Read, surviving spouse of the Rev. Stanley Read, died on 
Tuesday, April 23, 2013. She is survived by six children: Donald 
Craghead of Salinas, Tera Hill of Salinas, Linda Menesez of Santa 
Barbara, Bill Read of Auburn; Stanley Read of Northern 
California and John Read of Lake Bay, WA; by grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.  
 
Excerpt taken from CalNev UMC Annual Conference Home page. . . . 
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