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 1 
RECOMMENDATION FOR THE DISCONTINUATION OF 2 

NORTH SACRAMENTO UMC 3 
 4 
Submitted by:  DS Schuyler Rhodes 5 
 6 
Background: 7 
 8 
North Sacramento United Methodist Church was first established in 1915 as Epworth 9 
Methodist Church.  Services were held in a school house in North Sacramento.  Rev. 10 
Ammundson was the missionary pastor.  Over a period of 100 years this church served 11 
widely and well in the North Sacramento Community.  In 1968 the congregation reached 12 
it’s apex with a membership of 450 souls.   Since that time membership has declined 13 
steadily to the point where the church was served by a quarter time pastor and the 14 
building had accumulated significant issues as a result of deferred maintenance.    As of 15 
2015 average worship attendance was averaging 15 people.    16 
 17 
Unfortunately, the decline in membership was matched by the ability of the faith 18 
community to manage its affairs.   The community faced significant financial challenges, 19 
lack of elected leadership, recurring break-ins and vandalism and an inability to access 20 
church’s savings account.   It was clear that the small band of faithful could not continue 21 
in the physical plant. 22 
 23 
On March 16, 2016 Cabinet supported a plan to sell the Church property and commit 24 
the majority of the funds to new church planting.    A small amount of the proceeds were 25 
intended to assist the remnant group in “re-starting”  in a store front or similar less 26 
demanding environment.    However, after further conversation, it was discerned that 27 
the capacity to proceed in that endeavor simply was not there. 28 
 29 
The Following Steps Were Taken in the Discernment and Decision Making 30 
Process: 31 
 32 
The Sacramento United Methodist Union, whose predecessor organization, the 33 
Sacramento Methodist Union, organized the first meetings of this Church, has been 34 
incredibly helpful in this process.   35 
 36 
April 19, 2016: SUMU President Matt Smith met with North Sacramento UMC 37 
community to discuss their significant challenges and to pray with them about next 38 
steps. 39 
 40 
April 24, 2016:  Superintendent Schuyler Rhodes met with Rev. Wendy Weller and the 41 
faith community to work with them to elect leaders and to continue the discussion about 42 
their future. It was during this time that their vision of developing a storefront ministry 43 
was birthed. It was voted at this meeting to move forward with a sale of the property. 44 
June 9, 2016:  Rev. Matt Smith met with Trustees and Chair of Finance to assist them 45 
with hiring security for the building and working to help them gain access to their bank 46 
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account.  DS Schuyler Rhodes reached out to Dutra Cera Graden to connect them with 47 
Church leadership to oversee the sale of the property. 48 
 49 
July 26, 2016: Contract signed with DCG to be the Real Estate Agent.. Marketing of 50 
property commended. Title Search revealed more than seven Delinquincies and Leins 51 
for unpaid utilities and taxes amounting to over $5,000 not including fines. 52 
 53 
September of 2016:  In conversations and meetings with both Matt Smith and DS 54 
Schuyler Rhodes the leadership of the church expressed growing concerns about their  55 
capacity to continue as a church and what it might take to “re-start” in a storefront. 56 
 57 
Jan. 1 2017: Representatives of SUMU met with the North Sacramento UMC for 58 
worship and a meeting to share concerns and to think with them about next steps. 59 
 60 
January 14: Church Conference Votes on Discontinuance. 61 
 62 
January 14 to present:   SUMU is very capably managing a difficult process of making 63 
sense of tangled finances.   Records have not been accurately kept for several years. 64 
 65 
The Following Steps in the Approval Process: 66 
 67 
April 27: Vote of Bishop and Cabinet to consent to discontinuation of North Sacramento 68 
UMC as it no longer serves the purpose for which it was organized and incorporated. 69 
 70 
 71 
Resolution: 72 
 73 
Whereas,  North Sacramento United Methodist Church has ceased to worship as an 74 
organized United Methodist community, and  75 
 76 
Whereas, North Sacramento United Methodist Church has not participated in 77 
denominational giving since 2012, and 78 
 79 
Whereas, the congregation has made the determination that they wish to be 80 
discontinued, and 81 
 82 
Whereas, the North Sacramento United Methodist Church is no longer financially viable,  83 
 84 
Therefore be it resolved, 85 
 86 
That in accordance with paragraph 2549.1 (?) The 2016 Book of Discipline, North 87 
Sacramento United Methodist Church be discontinued effective June 30th, 2017. 88 
 89 
Be it further resolved, 90 
 91 
That the membership of North Sacramento United Methodist Church be transferred to 92 
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Elverta United Methodist Church in Elverta, California.   93 
 94 
Be it further resolved, 95 
 96 
That the property at 650 El Camino Avenue, Sacramento, CA be sold and the proceeds  97 
be held by the Sacramento United Methodist Union for the designated purpose of 98 
planting new Churches in the Sacramento region as recommended by the Cabinet. 99 
 100 
Be it further resolved,  101 
 102 
That according to paragraph 2549.2c of the 2016 United Methodist Book of Discipline, 103 
that “so far as possible, all Christian and United Methodist insignia and symbols be 104 
removed from the property at 650 El Camino Avenue, Sacramento, CA. 105 
 106 
Be it finally resolved, 107 
 108 
That a service of de-consecration will be held on or before June 30th, 2017 to celebrate 109 
the ministry of North Sacramento United Methodist Church and to deconsecrate the 110 
property at 650 El Camino Avenue, Sacramento, CA. 111 
 112 
 113 
 114 
 115 
Approved by Cabinet, May 12, 2017 116 


