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Item 1 1 
 2 

Saving the Ocean and Sea Life 3 
 4 
Submitted by: Ballard W. George, Ingrid McCleary, Mary Ruth Green, members of the First 5 
United Methodist Church, Sunnyvale, CA 6 
 7 
Contact person: Ballard W. George; email: ballardgeorge1960@yahoo.com 8 
 9 
Date of meeting: March 27, 2017    Yes: 3  No: 0  Abstain: 0 10 
 11 
Anticipated fiscal impact: not significant.   12 
 13 
The spirit of God was hovering over the waters. Genesis 1:2.  14 
 15 
Take a deep breath. Now take another. That second breath is a gift from the ocean. Boris Worm, 16 
a Marine Research Ecologist, says, “that second breath was produced by phytoplankton which 17 
produces half of the oxygen we breathe.” Yet 40% of phytoplankton has disappeared in the last 18 
50 years. Phytoplankton is the base of the food chain, which affects the marine food web and 19 
the world’s carbon cycle. They gobble up carbon dioxide to produce oxygen. 20 
 21 
The oceans absorb 1/3 to ½ of the CO2 in the atmosphere, where it mixes with H20 and becomes 22 
Carbonic Acid, a chemical that make the oceans more acidic. This acidity wreaks havoc on coral 23 
reefs. And if there’s already 40% less phytoplankton (Scientific American), well, you see how 24 
one affects the other.       25 
 26 
Ted Danson (2011) discusses problems affecting the oceans including oil spill incidents. He 27 
tabulates Recent Notable Oil Disasters, with 11 incidents involving up to 171 million gallons; 28 
this largest was in the Gulf of Mexico, 4/20/2010. There seems to be a cycle to these ocean 29 
disasters – and it’s a cycle we simply cannot afford to let continue.   30 
 31 
Petroleum is a hazardous waste: oil is lethal to wildlife. A quarter of a million seabirds were 32 
killed after the Exxon Valdez disaster.  33 
 34 
Experts have pointed out that while a Valdez type surface spill has little effect on the creatures 35 
that live in the deep, a subsurface spill like the Deepwater Horizon, and the plumes that it 36 
generates, endangers the entire oceanic food web, from tiny shrimp larvae and plankton to 37 
massive sharks, marlin, and the precious and endangered bluefin tuna.     38 
 39 
“Out of sight, out of mind” There’s no phrase that better explains how our planet’s oceans have 40 
reached a point where they are so direly threatened on so many fronts and yet so few of us have 41 
any idea of the danger they’re in. 42 
 43 
As destructive as the search for and use of fossil fuels is to the oceans, public enemy number one 44 
when it comes to the life in the high seas is overfishing. Since 1988, commercial fishing’s catch 45 
has declined by 500,000 tons per year. Danson notes that since 1950, there has been a 90 percent 46 
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drop in the numbers of the ocean’s predators.  1 
 2 
“Bycatch” is a global problem. In the Gulf of Mexico, for every one pound of shrimp caught by a 3 
trawler, four to ten pounds of marine life is thrown away.  4 
 5 
Equipment used in modern “industrial-type” fish harvesting includes: traps, dredges, purse seine 6 
nets, trawl nets, gillnets, longlines (long lines with distributed hooks), and harpoons. One of the 7 
large fishing ships is the Atlantic Dawn. The nets the Dawn drops to trawl have openings forty 8 
feet high and two hundred feet wide – large enough for a 747 jet to fit through. It can take 9 
decades, even centuries, for a seabed to recover from a single pass of a bottom-trawl net.    10 
 11 
This market for exotic fish has given rise to harvesting of Manta Ray gills, which are thought to 12 
have medicinal properties. 13 
 14 
If we don’t change our fishing habits, seafood populations could be wiped out by the second half 15 
of this century according to Danson.    16 
 17 
Global warming has resulted in rising sea levels: the global sea level today, with warming, is 18 
eight inches higher than it was a century ago. Global warming threatens polar bear habitat and in 19 
the long-term picture other habitat.  Rising ocean temperatures have caused disruptions in the 20 
natural system of seawater circulation in various regions all over the world.    21 
 22 
National Geographic (Website: search Ocean Environmental) has commented on garbage 23 
accumulations in five little-explored “patches” found in the doldrums of the Atlantic, Pacific and 24 
Indian Oceans. Scientists are working on schemes to deal with this problem.   25 
 26 
As a result of the oceans, we inhabit a blue planet, as clearly observable from space.  Let’s keep 27 
our blue planet blue.   28 
 29 
Source (except where noted otherwise): Oceana, Our Endangered Oceans and What We Can Do 30 
to Save Them, by Ted Danson, 2011    31 
 32 
Be it Resolved: 33 
 34 
Conference Secretary is to write to governors of California and Nevada and President Donald 35 
Trump to ask for policies that stop bottom trawling and destructive fishing.   36 
 37 
Conference Secretary is to write to President Donald Trump to invest in offshore wind, not 38 
offshore oil.  39 
 40 
Conference Secretary is to write to the churches asking them to encourage members and 41 
constituents to consider: driving less; changing oil every 7,500 to 10,000 miles instead of 5,000 42 
(with concurrence of mechanic); using public transportation; avoiding unnecessary idling of 43 
vehicles; appropriately maintaining vehicles including proper inflation of tires; minimizing the 44 
purchase of petroleum-related products. And avoiding the purchase of coral jewelry.  Invite all 45 
annual conference clergy and lay members to educate our congregations concerning saving 46 
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oceans and sealife. 1 
 2 


