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Item 27 1 

RESOLUTION to Petition 2016 General Conference to  2 
Amend ¶161.B of the UMC Book of Discipline 3 

Submitted by the Conference Committee on Reconciliation  4 

Financial Implications: None 5 
Members:  10  Voting Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain 0 6 
Global Implications: Yes 7 
Contact: Helen Roland, Vice Chair (HROLAND2@gmail.com, 530-848-4862) 8 

BACKGROUND: 9 

This resolution supports a resolution that the Connectional Table intends to offer at the General 10 
Conference in 2016 as they work to provide a pragmatic alternative for the General Conference 11 
that reflects the importance of grace for our denomination and seeks to open up spaces where 12 

grace can abound. According to the Connection Table this approach increases the inclusion for 13 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals while allowing for individual 14 
conscience and context.   15 

In late May 2015, the Connectional Table voted to submit a compromise legislative proposal to 16 
the 2016 General Conference that removes prohibitive language from The United Methodist 17 

Book of Discipline concerning homosexuality, while making only minor changes to the existing 18 
Social Principles.  19 

The proposal is based on three theological assertions: 20 

1. The centrality of the United Methodist mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 21 
transformation of the world, 22 

2. The claim for unity for the sake of the mission charged in Ephesians 4:3-6 and the Book 23 

of Discipline (¶103) “in essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, 24 

charity,” 25 
3. Our identity as Christians and United Methodists, people who recognize that “Scripture 26 

holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always linked with love of 27 
neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world. (Our Doctrinal 28 
Heritage, Book of Discipline ¶102) 29 

REFERENCES: 30 

 A Third Way — Summary (PDF) »  31 
 Human Sexuality Process and Report (PDF) » 32 

 A Third Way — Omnibus Legislation (PDF) » 33 
 A Third Way — Values and Context (PDF) » 34 

 Connectional Table votes to submit legislation proposal related to homosexuality» 35 
 Church body seeks greater openness on human sexuality» 36 

THE RESOLUTION: 37 

Be it resolved that the California-Nevada Annual Conference petition the 2016 General 38 
Conference to amend the Book of Discipline paragraph 161.B as indicated below: 39 
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¶161.B ) Marriage—We affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is expressed in love, 40 

mutual support, personal commitment, and shared fidelity between two people who are 41 

married to each other a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing rests upon such 42 

marriage, which is traditionally between one man and one woman, whether or not there are 43 

children of the union. We reject social norms that assume different standards for women than 44 

for men in marriage. We support laws in civil society that define marriage as the union of one 45 

man and one woman. 46 
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Item 28 1 

RESOLUTION to Petition 2016 General Conference to Amend ¶161.F of the UMC Book of 2 
Discipline 3 

Submitted by the Conference Committee on Reconciliation  4 

Financial Implications: None 5 
Members:  10  Voting Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain 0 6 
Global Implications: Yes 7 
Contact: Helen Roland, Vice Chair (HROLAND2@gmail.com, 530-848-4862) 8 

BACKGROUND: 9 

 This resolution supports a resolution that the Connectional Table intends to offer at the General 10 
Conference in 2016 as they work to provide a pragmatic alternative for the General Conference 11 
that reflects the importance of grace for our denomination and seeks to open up spaces where 12 

grace can abound. According to the Connection Table this approach increases the inclusion for 13 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals while allowing for individual 14 
conscience and context.  This resolution adds language to the United Methodist to the Social 15 

Principle stating that homosexuality is incompatible with Christianity. 16 

In late May 2015, the Connectional Table voted to submit a compromise legislative proposal to 17 

the 2016 General Conference that removes prohibitive language from The United Methodist 18 
Book of Discipline concerning homosexuality, while making only minor changes to the existing 19 
Social Principles.  20 

The proposal is based on three theological assertions: 21 

1. The centrality of the United Methodist mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 22 

transformation of the world, 23 

2. The claim for unity for the sake of the mission charged in Ephesians 4:3-6 and the Book 24 

of Discipline (¶103) “in essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, 25 
charity,” 26 

3. Our identity as Christians and United Methodists, people who recognize that “Scripture 27 
holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always linked with love of 28 
neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world. (Our Doctrinal 29 

Heritage, Book of Discipline ¶102) 30 

REFERENCES: 31 

 A Third Way — Summary (PDF) »  32 
 Human Sexuality Process and Report (PDF) » 33 
 A Third Way — Omnibus Legislation (PDF) » 34 

 A Third Way — Values and Context (PDF) » 35 
 Connectional Table votes to submit legislation proposal related to homosexuality» 36 
 Church body seeks greater openness on human sexuality» 37 

THE RESOLUTION: 38 

Be it resolved that the California-Nevada Annual Conference petition the 2016 General 39 
Conference to amend the Book of Discipline paragraph 161.F as indicated below: 40 
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¶161.F) Human Sexuality—We affirm that sexuality is God’s good gift to all persons. We 41 

call everyone to responsible stewardship of this sacred gift. 42 

Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they are married, sexual relations are 43 
affirmed only with the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage. 44 

We deplore all forms of the commercialization, abuse, and exploitation of sex. We call for 45 
strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the sexual exploitation of children and for 46 
adequate protection, guidance, and counseling for abused children. All persons, regardless of 47 
age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, are entitled to have their human and civil 48 
rights ensured and to be protected against violence. The Church should support the family in 49 

providing age-appropriate education regarding sexuality to children, youth, and adults. 50 

We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of God. All 51 
persons need the ministry of the Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as 52 

the spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with 53 
God, with others, and with self. The United Methodist Church historically has not condoned 54 
does not condone the practice of homosexuality and has considered consider this practice 55 

incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We will 56 
seek to live together in Christian community, welcoming, forgiving, and loving one another, 57 

as Christ has loved and accepted us. We implore families and churches not to reject or 58 
condemn lesbian and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for 59 
and with all persons. ... 60 

 61 
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Item 29 1 

RESOLUTION to affirm and support the Connectional Table’s General Conference 2 
resolution to amend Section RESOLUTION to Petition 2016 General Conference to Amend 3 

¶341.6 of the UMC Book of Discipline 4 
Submitted by the Conference Committee on Reconciliation  5 
Financial Implications: None 6 
Members:  10  Voting Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain 0 7 
Global Implications: Yes 8 
Contact: Helen Roland, Vice Chair (HROLAND2@gmail.com, 530-848-4862) 9 

BACKGROUND: 10 

This resolution supports a resolution that the Connectional Table intends to offer at the General 11 
Conference in 2016 as they work to provide a pragmatic alternative for the General Conference 12 

that reflects the importance of grace for our denomination and seeks to open up spaces where 13 
grace can abound. According to the Connection Table this approach increases the inclusion for 14 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals while allowing for individual 15 

conscience and context.  This change ends Church trials over homosexuality, and it retains the 16 
authority of the annual conference to discern suitability for ordination. Bishops retain authority 17 

for appointments. Clergy and local churches will continue to have the right of consultation in 18 
appointment making processes. Clergy will determine whom to marry to whom. 19 

In late May 2015, the Connectional Table voted to submit a compromise legislative proposal to 20 
the 2016 General Conference that removes prohibitive language from The United Methodist 21 

Book of Discipline concerning homosexuality, while making only minor changes to the existing 22 
Social Principles.  23 

The proposal is based on three theological assertions: 24 

1. The centrality of the United Methodist mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 25 

transformation of the world, 26 
2. The claim for unity for the sake of the mission charged in Ephesians 4:3-6 and the Book 27 

of Discipline (¶103) “in essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, 28 
charity,” 29 

3. Our identity as Christians and United Methodists, people who recognize that “Scripture 30 
holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always linked with love of 31 
neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world. (Our Doctrinal 32 

Heritage, Book of Discipline ¶102) 33 

REFERENCES: 34 

 A Third Way — Summary (PDF) »  35 

 Human Sexuality Process and Report (PDF) » 36 
 A Third Way — Omnibus Legislation (PDF) » 37 
 A Third Way — Values and Context (PDF) » 38 
 Connectional Table votes to submit legislation proposal related to homosexuality» 39 
 Church body seeks greater openness on human sexuality» 40 
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THE RESOLUTION: 41 

Be it resolved that the California-Nevada Annual Conference petition the 2016 General 42 
Conference to amend the Book of Discipline paragraph 341.6 as indicated below: 43 
¶341.6 Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our ministers and 44 

shall not be conducted in our churches marriages between two persons committed to one another 45 
as provided in ¶161.B may be conducted by United Methodist pastors and other other persons 46 
authorized in the Book of Discipline only upon following the process provided in 47 
¶340.2.(a)(3)(a) 48 
 49 

 50 
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Item 30 1 

RESOLUTION to Petition 2016 General Conference to Amend ¶310 of the UMC Book of 2 
Discipline 3 

Submitted by the Conference Committee on Reconciliation  4 

Financial Implications: None 5 
Members:  10  Voting Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain 0 6 
Global Implications: Yes 7 
Contact: Helen Roland, Vice Chair (HROLAND2@gmail.com, 530-848-4862) 8 

BACKGROUND: 9 

 This resolution supports a resolution that the Connectional Table intends to offer at the General 10 
Conference in 2016 as they work to provide a pragmatic alternative for the General Conference 11 
that reflects the importance of grace for our denomination and seeks to open up spaces where 12 

grace can abound. According to the Connection Table this approach increases the inclusion for 13 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals while allowing for individual 14 
conscience and context.  This resolution adds language to the United Methodist to the Social 15 

Principle stating that homosexuality is incompatible with Christianity. 16 

In late May 2015, the Connectional Table voted to submit a compromise legislative proposal to 17 

the 2016 General Conference that removes prohibitive language from The United Methodist 18 
Book of Discipline concerning homosexuality, while making only minor changes to the existing 19 
Social Principles.  20 

The proposal is based on three theological assertions: 21 

1. The centrality of the United Methodist mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 22 

transformation of the world, 23 
2. The claim for unity for the sake of the mission charged in Ephesians 4:3-6 and the Book 24 

of Discipline (¶103) “in essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, 25 
charity,” 26 

3. Our identity as Christians and United Methodists, people who recognize that “Scripture 27 
holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always linked with love of 28 
neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world. (Our Doctrinal 29 

Heritage, Book of Discipline ¶102) 30 

REFERENCES:  31 

 A Third Way — Summary (PDF) »  32 

 Human Sexuality Process and Report (PDF) » 33 

 A Third Way — Omnibus Legislation (PDF) » 34 
 A Third Way — Values and Context (PDF) » 35 

 Connectional Table votes to submit legislation proposal related to homosexuality» 36 
 Church body seeks greater openness on human sexuality» 37 

THE RESOLUTION: 38 

Be it resolved that the California-Nevada Annual Conference petition the 2016 General 39 

Conference to amend the Book of Discipline paragraph 310 as indicated below: 40 

310.2.d), Footnote 3. ... 41 
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The General Conference, in response to expressions throughout the Church regarding 42 

homosexuality and ordination, reaffirms the present language of the Discipline regarding 43 
the character and commitment of person seeking ordination and affirms its high 44 
standards. For more than 200 years candidates for ordination have been asked Wesley’s 45 

Questions... ... 46 

In the Social Principles, the General Conference has said that “we do not condone the practice 47 
of homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.” 48 
Furthermore, the Principles state that “we affirm the sanctity of the marriage covenant that is 49 
expressed in love, mutual support, personal commitment, and shared fidelity between two 50 

people who are  married to each other a man and a woman. We believe that God’s blessing 51 
rests upon such marriage, which is traditionally between one man and one woman, 310.2.d),  52 

 53 
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Item 31 1 

RESOLUTION to Petition 2016 General Conference to Amend ¶304.3 of the UMC Book of 2 
Discipline 3 

Submitted by the Conference Committee on Reconciliation  4 

Financial Implications: None 5 
Members:  10  Voting Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain 0 6 
Global Implications: Yes 7 
Contact: Helen Roland, Vice Chair (HROLAND2@gmail.com, 530-848-4862) 8 
 9 

BACKGROUND: 10 

 This resolution supports a resolution that the Connectional Table intends to offer at the General 11 
Conference in 2016 as they work to provide a pragmatic alternative for the General Conference 12 

that reflects the importance of grace for our denomination and seeks to open up spaces where 13 
grace can abound. According to the Connection Table this approach increases the inclusion for 14 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals while allowing for individual 15 

conscience and context.   16 

In late May 2015, the Connectional Table voted to submit a compromise legislative proposal to 17 

the 2016 General Conference that removes prohibitive language from The United Methodist 18 
Book of Discipline concerning homosexuality, while making only minor changes to the existing 19 
Social Principles.  20 

The proposal is based on three theological assertions: 21 

1. The centrality of the United Methodist mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 22 

transformation of the world, 23 

2. The claim for unity for the sake of the mission charged in Ephesians 4:3-6 and the Book 24 

of Discipline (¶103) “in essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, 25 
charity,” 26 

3. Our identity as Christians and United Methodists, people who recognize that “Scripture 27 
holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always linked with love of 28 
neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world. (Our Doctrinal 29 

Heritage, Book of Discipline ¶102) 30 

REFERENCES:  31 

 A Third Way — Summary (PDF) »  32 
 Human Sexuality Process and Report (PDF) » 33 
 A Third Way — Omnibus Legislation (PDF) » 34 

 A Third Way — Values and Context (PDF) » 35 
 Connectional Table votes to submit legislation proposal related to homosexuality» 36 

 Church body seeks greater openness on human sexuality» 37 

THE RESOLUTION: 38 

Be it resolved that the California-Nevada Annual Conference petition the 2016 General 39 
Conference to amend the Book of Discipline paragraph 304.3 as indicated below: 40 
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¶304.3. While persons set apart by the Church for ordained ministry are subject to all the 41 

frailties of the human condition and the pressures of society, they are required to maintain the 42 
highest standards of holy living in the world. The practice of homosexuality is considered by 43 
many to be incompatible with Christian teaching. Therefore self-avowed practicing 44 

homosexuals are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as ministers, or appointed to serve 45 
in The United Methodist  Church. Therefore, authority for discerning suitability for ordination 46 
continues to rest with the  annual conference as provided in ¶33 of the Constitution, following 47 
candidacy procedures as  provided in the Book of Discipline, and authority for making 48 
appointments continues to rest with the bishop after a consultative process to determine the 49 

suitability of such an appointment.  .... 50 
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Item 32  1 

RESOLUTION to Petition 2016 General Conference to Amend ¶2702.1 of the UMC Book 2 
of Discipline 3 

Submitted by the Conference Committee on Reconciliation  4 

Financial Implications: None 5 
Members:  10  Voting Yes: 6 No: 0 Abstain 0 6 
Global Implications: Yes 7 
Contact: Helen Roland, Vice Chair (HROLAND2@gmail.com, 530-848-4862) 8 

BACKGROUND: 9 

 This resolution supports a resolution that the Connectional Table intends to offer at the General 10 
Conference in 2016 as they work to provide a pragmatic alternative for the General Conference 11 

that reflects the importance of grace for our denomination and seeks to open up spaces where 12 
grace can abound. According to the Connection Table this approach increases the inclusion for 13 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, bisexual, transgender, and queer individuals while allowing for individual 14 
conscience and context.  This resolution specifically removes the practice of homosexuality and 15 

the performance of same-sex marriage from the categories of chargeable offenses. 16 

In late May 2015, the Connectional Table voted to submit a compromise legislative proposal to 17 
the 2016 General Conference that removes prohibitive language from The United Methodist 18 

Book of Discipline concerning homosexuality, while making only minor changes to the existing 19 
Social Principles.  20 

The proposal is based on three theological assertions: 21 

1. The centrality of the United Methodist mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 22 
transformation of the world, 23 

2. The claim for unity for the sake of the mission charged in Ephesians 4:3-6 and the Book 24 
of Discipline (¶103) “in essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, 25 

charity,” 26 
3. Our identity as Christians and United Methodists, people who recognize that “Scripture 27 

holiness entails more than personal piety; love of God is always linked with love of 28 
neighbor, a passion for justice and renewal in the life of the world. (Our Doctrinal 29 
Heritage, Book of Discipline ¶102) 30 

REFERENCES:  31 

 A Third Way — Summary (PDF) »  32 
 Human Sexuality Process and Report (PDF) » 33 
 A Third Way — Omnibus Legislation (PDF) » 34 

 A Third Way — Values and Context (PDF) » 35 
 Connectional Table votes to submit legislation proposal related to homosexuality» 36 
 Church body seeks greater openness on human sexuality» 37 

THE RESOLUTION: 38 

Be it resolved that the California-Nevada Annual Conference petition the 2016 General 39 
Conference to amend the Book of Discipline paragraph 2702.1 as indicated below: 40 
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¶ 2702.1 A bishop, clergy member of an annual conference (¶ 369), local pastor, clergy on  41 

honorable or administrative location, or diaconal minister may be tried when charged (subject to 42 

the statute of limitations in ¶ 2702.4) with one or more of the following offenses: (a) immorality 43 

including but not limited to, not being celibate in singleness or not faithful in marriage; (b) 44 

practices declared by The United Methodist Church to be incompatible with Christian 45 

teachings, including but not limited to: being a self-avowed practicing homosexual; or performing 46 

same sex wedding ceremonies; (c) crime; (d) disobedience to the order and discipline of The 47 

United Methodist Church; (e) dissemination of doctrines contrary to the established standards 48 

of doctrine of The United Methodist Church; (f) relationships and/or behavior that undermines 49 

the ministry of another pastor;16 (g) child abuse; (h) sexual abuse;17 (i) sexual misconduct or (j) 50 

harassment, including, but not limited to racial and/or sexual harassment; or (k) racial or gender 51 

discrimination. 52 
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