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Item 24 

 

RESOLUTION for Continued Holy Conferencing  

Submitted by the Study Committee for an Inclusive Conference 

to the 2015 Annual Conference Session 

 
SUBMITTED BY: The Study Committee for an Inclusive Conference 

NUMBER APPOINTED TO THE COMMITTEE: 16, APPROVED: 16 DISAPPROVED: 0 

DATE PROPOSAL WAS ADOPTED BY THE COMMITTEE: May 13, 2015 

FISCAL IMPACT: $2,000 

CONTACT: Dave Bunje, Chair 

 

 

BACKGROUND: The Study Committee for an Inclusive Conference was chartered in 2012 in 

response to further marginalization of LGBTQ persons in the life and ministry of The United 

Methodist Church. The charge given to the committee was to “evaluate alternative ways of being 

a Wesleyan Church, such as creation of regional Central Conferences or of an autonomous 

church.”  

 

Through holy conferencing—both within the committee and throughout the Annual 

Conference—we have been reminded of our task as United Methodists: to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. This task binds us together in a covenant that is 

much deeper and richer than our covenant to live out the Book of Discipline. We have listened 

deeply to one another, sharing our love of God, the Church, and God’s people. This love 

transcends the lines that divide us: race, ethnicity, class, gender identity, abilities, theological 

perspectives, sexual orientations, division between clergy and laity, and other matters of status. 

Therefore, the Study Committee proposes this resolution:  

 

WHEREAS, through holy conferencing, we have been able to name our differences without 

further division or alienation but instead receive one another more fully as brothers and sisters in 

Christ, offering one another mutual respect and dignity, and  

 

WHEREAS, we have named what General Conference has not:  

 We are not of one mind regarding homosexuality.  

 The gifts and graces for ordained and lay ministry are made manifest through the Holy 

Spirit and not dependent upon sexual orientation or gender identity 

 Marriage is a sacred act that furthers God’s covenant with humanity. There is 

disagreement within our Annual Conference regarding whether this sacred act may be 

offered to same gender couples. We acknowledge, however, that faithful gay and lesbian 

members are seeking to be married in their churches by their pastors, and some clergy 

and congregations are celebrating these marriages while others are not, and 
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WHEREAS, the ministry of all Christians should be greater than our points of disagreement. We 

will continue to live fully into our covenant together.  

 Evaluations for one’s fitness for ministry will be based on the nature of one’s call and the 

fruits of the Spirit that are manifest on one’s life 

 Clergy will continue to have the freedom to accept or reject wedding requests based on 

their pastoral understanding, as has been our historical precedent 

 Congregations will extend the love of Christ through ministries of hospitality and justice 

as they understand it within the communities they serve 

 

WHEREAS, the Study Committee for an Inclusive Conference, in completion of its original 

charge, recognizes the need for all persons within this conference, both clergy and laity, to 

further hear and understand our political, cultural, and theological differences.   

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Study Committee for an Inclusive Conferencing shall continue to 

guide this Annual Conference in the practice of holy conferencing for the 2015-2016 conference 

year, engaging in purposeful conversation with all persons, not only in clergy circuits, but also 

local churches, the Core Team, Cabinet and other boards, caucuses, and committees toward the 

goal of building, and making room for God to reveal, a meaningful covenantal life together. 

The Study Committee shall report back to the Annual Conference at the 2016 Annual 

Conference Session on the status of holy conferencing in the Annual Conference and make a 

recommendation(s) pertaining to guiding the Conference in the subsequent year(s). 

 

 

 

 


